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PREFACE.

No Englishman had hitherto passed beyond the range
of lofty mountains which separates the secluded valley
of Nepaul from the north-castern parts of Bengal : and
the public curiosity respecting that Terra Incognita®
(as it might then be justly called), was still ungratified,
except by the vaguc and unsatisfactory reports of a few
missionaries and itinerant traders,+ when, towards the
close of the year 1792, an opportunity was unexpect-
edly presented to the British Government in India, of
removing the veil which had so long interposed between

* The time will probably be recollected by many persons still living,

both in England and in India, when Nepaul was spoken ol as another El

Dorado.
+ Principally Hindoo mendicants of the well known classes called

Gusains and Sunafies, who are at once devotees and pilgrims, beggars, sol-

diers, and merchants.
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the two countries, and of establishing a more intimate
and beneficial connection with the Hindoo state of
Khatmand(, than had yet been found practicable. Of
this opportunity the late Marquis Cornwallis, who then
presided over the British Possessions in India, did not
neglect to avail himself.

That venerated nobleman had, some time before, form-
ed certain arrangements™ with the existing authorities of
Nepaul,which, itis to be regretted, were not followed up,
as they would have left nothing more to be wished for
by the British Government: since, besides being well
calculated to promote and protect the commercial inter-
course of the two nations, they had a necessary tendency
to extend and improve, by degrees, all the other social
relations, to which proximity of situation naturally
invites.

Such, however, was not yet the case. The habitual
jealousy of the Goorkhas,+ fostered, at least, if it was
not inflamed by the insidious representations of indivi-
duals desirous of preserving the exclusive influence,
and profitable monopoly, which that jealousy had

* The arrangements here alluded to were negotiated by Jonathan Dun-

can, Esq. then Resident at Benares, and now Governor of Bombay.
+ This is the usual designation of the reigning dynasty of Nepaul.
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enabled them to acquire, and which they saw endan-
gered by the closer approach of the two governments,
either wholly prevented the removal, or soon led to
the revival, of many of those impediments to a secure
and active trade, which it had been the express purpose,
of the recent treaty to obviate. Accordingly, little or
no progress had been made in effectuating the enlight-
ened views of the framers of that treaty, when the
course of events seemed, on a sudden, as already inti-
mated, to furnish a peculiarly favourable occasion for
accomplishing their complete realization.

The Court of Peckin, resenting certain encroachments
which had been made by the Government of Nepaul
upon the rights of the Lama of Tibet, whom the Em-
peror of China had, for some time past, taken under his
protection, or, in other words, had subjected to the
Chinese yoke, came to the resolution of chastising the
aggressor, or the Robber, as the Rajah of Nepaul was
contemptuously styled in the Chinese dispatches to Lord
Cornwallis on the occasion. For this purpose a consi-
derable army was detached (under the command of a
kinsman of the Emperor), which, after ttaversing the

dreary and elevated regions of Tibet, had penetrated,
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with little other opposition besides what was presented
by the nature of the intervening countries, within a
short distance of the city of Khatmandia. It was then
that the ruling power of Nepaul, which, in consequence
.of the minority of the reigning Rajah, was at this
period vested in a regency, alarmed at the danger with
which it saw the kingdom menaced, earnestly implored
the assistance of the Bengal Government.

This Government now beheld for the first time, the
extraordinary spectacle of a numerous Ghinese force,
‘occupying a position, which probably afforded it a dis-
tant view of the valley of the Ganges,” and of the richest
of the East India Gompany’s Possessions. It is true,
that the military character of that people was not of a
stamp to excite, under any circamstances, much fear
for the safety of those Possessions from their future .
enterprizes. Least of all had we any thing to apprehend
from this quarter at the period in question, when we
had just signally humbled our most formidable enemy,

and were at complete peace throughout India. Still,

* The valley of the Ganges being clearly discernible from the summit
of Bheem-phede (see p. 52), there is no difficulty in believing that it may

also be visible (though not very distinctly} from the heights of Dhyboon.
(See Map.)
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however, if, subduing Nepaul, the Chinese were to esta-
blish themselves permanently in our neighbourhood,
the border disputes always incident to such a situation,
would be but too liable to disturb, more or less, the
commercial relations subsisting between them, and the
East India Company in another section of Asia. No
event, therefore, was more to bg deprecated than the
conquest of Nepaul by the Chinese : and yet it would
have been a question of considerable difficulty and
delicacy how to have frustrated such a design, if it had
been actually entertained by the invaders. Military aid,
which was what the Regency of Nepaul had solicited of
the British Government, could not be afforded without
a direct departure from the system of policy laid down
for its general guidance by the legislature; or without
producing the immediate suspension, if not utter anni-
hilation of our trade with Canton. Such aid was there-
fore explicitly and steadily refused, but the assistance
which could be properly granted was readily offered.
This consisted in a tender of the mediation of our
Government for the purpose of effecting an amicable
accommodation between the belligerents,and in a propo-

sal to dispatch with all practicable expedition to the
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head quarters of the Chinese army, a British Envoy
furnished with suitable powers and instructions for, the
occasion. This offer, though falling far short. of what
was desired, and, perhaps, expected by the Nepaul
Regency, was, nevertheless, accepted; and Captain
(now Golonel) William Kirkpatrick was, in consequence,
appointed to conduct the proposed negociation in con-
junction with the Court of Khatmandi.

But although the Envoy lost no time in repairing to
Patna, from whence he was to be conducted by a depu-
tation® to be sent thither for the purpose, from Nepaul,
he found at his arrival at the former place, that the
Regency, either dubious of the efficacy of our interpo-
sition with the Chinese, or fearful of the influence which,
if successful, it might give us in their future councils,
or possibly really intimidated by the menacing attitude
of the enemy, had suddenly, and without any reference
to the British Government, concluded such a treaty

* This deputation consisted of Bem Sih (a member of the government),
his brother, Rodur Beer (commander of the Rajah’s guards), and Deena-
nith Opadiah, the Nepaul Vakeel, usually resident at Calcutta. It was
joined on its return to Nepaul, by Bajoo Seer, hall brother of the Rajah,
and a very promising youth, together with one or two others, relations of

the Rajah, who had been on a pilgrimage to Ghyah.
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with the invaders, as entirely superseded the necessity
of the proposed mediation. The treaty alluded to was
never formally communicated to the British Govern-
ment, but there is reason to believe that though it res-
cued the dominions of the Goorkhali from the more
immediate danger with which they appeared to be
threatened, it was, in other respects, by no means ho-
nourable to the rulers of that country ; especially if it
be true, as was affirmed at the time by some intelligent
persons, that a little more firmness on the part of the
Regency would speedily have compelled the Chinese
-(who had suffered greatly from sickness and scarcity,
and were not less impatient to quit Nepaul, than the
Nepaulians were to get rid of them), to solicit the ac-
commodation, which they were permitted to make a
merit of granting.

Notwithstanding, however, that the original ground
of the proposed mission was, by this means, removed,
there remained sufficient subject of discussion between
the two Governments of Bengal and Nepaul, to make
that measure still extremely desirable. Accordingly
there was not much difficulty in leadirfg the Nepaul

ministers to this point. It would have been, at least, an
b .
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ungracious return to the friendly disposition recently
manifested towards them by the Company’s Government,
if they had rudely sent back the Envoy of the latter,
after he had, as it were, advanced to their door with
their own concurrence, and in the prosecution of their
immediate interests. He therefore, some time after his
arrival at Patna, received a sufficiently pressing invitation
to proceed to Noakote, where the Rajah of Nepaul at
that time held his court ; and having obtained the ne-
cessary authority for the purpose, from his own Govern-
ment, he pfoceeded thither accordingly.

The gentlemen who accompanied the Envoy on this
occasion, were the late Lieutenant Samuel Scott, assis-
tant to the deputation,” Lieutenant (now Major) W.
D. Knox,+ in command of the military escort ; Lieu-
tenant J. Gerard t (attached to the escort), and Mr. Adam
Freer, as surgeon. The escort consisted of two compa-

* And afterwards Deputy Adjutant General of the Bengal army

+ Appointed in 1801, during the government of Marquis Wellesley,
resident at Khitminda. That part of the accompanying Map which con-
tains the route of the Nepaul army, on its return from its incursion into
Tibet, was constructed on the authority of information obtained by Major

Knox, from persons holding principal commands in that army.

¥ Afterwards Lieutenant Colonel, and Adjutant General of the Bengal
army.
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nies of Sepoys, and Moulavee Abdiil Kidir Khan, an in-
telligent and zealous native servant of the Company, who
had been employed by Mr. Duncan in negociating the
treaty of commerce already alluded to, and who had,
on that occasion, resided some time at Khatmandia, was
likewise attached to the mission.

It is no more than a bare act of justice to the gentle-
men who have been here named, to state, on the present
occasion, that it was impossible for any persons to have
been more studious than they were during their short
stay in Nepaul, to conciliate, by all the means in their
power, the good will, and favourable opinion of every
class of the inhabitants of that interesting country, and
it may be confidently added, that their endeavours for
this purpose were as successful, as they were unremitted.
It is equally due to the native part of the Deputation, to
observe, that their conduct was, on all occasions, cor-
respondent with that of their superiors.

The mission, of which the origin has here been ex-
plained, gave rise to the cursory observations composing
the present volume. They were thrown together in
greater haste than was perhaps entirely compatible
either with much accuracy of style, or clearness of ar--
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rangement ; and more in obedience to the orders of his
Government, than from any hope entertained by the
Writer of being able to do justice to the subject prescribed
to him. They were written, in short, expressly, if not
solely, for the information of that Government, and of
the Court of Directors ; and certainly with no view to
future publication. It was not, indeed, till ten years
after, on the Writer's return to England, that, after
declining to undertake the task himself, he consented,
at the instance of some private friends, that the manu-
script should, with the permission of the Court of Di-
rectors, be put into the hands of a literary gentleman
for the purpose of its being properly prepared to meet
the public eye. The Court of Directors, always ready
to encourage even the humblest attempts to contribute
to the stock of useful knowledge on every subject con-
nected with India, not only assented to the proposed
publication, but agreed to patronize it with their
accustomed liberality. From this time, the fate of the
Work rested with the gentleman alluded to; and
perhaps its appearance would not have been much
longer delayed, if it had not been suggested that, as a
second mission to Nepaul had taken place,. since the
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former one in 1793, and under circumstances far more
favourable;to the prosecution of useful enquiry, it was
probable that much new, as well as more correct infor-
mation, relative to that country, would soon reach
England, which, if it did not wholly supersede the
necessity of the intended publication, might be advan-
tageously engrafted upon the latter. But the expecta-
tion thus excited was not yet fulfilled, when the death of
the proposed Editor once more arrested the progress of
the Work, which, on that occasion, passed into the hands
of the present Publisher, exactly in its original shape.

In the mean while, the latter having incurred consi-
derableexpense in preparing the Work for the press, he
was naturally unwilling, either entirely to relinquish
the publication, or to postpone it to an indefinite
period ; especially as the additional information, in the
expectation of which so much delay had already oc-
curred, did not any longer appear likely to be obtained.
On this occasion it was his wish, and he, in conse-
quence, endeavoured, to engage the original Writer of
the observations to revise the manuscript; and to give
it the form which it was to have received from the

literary gentleman before alluded to. Being, however,
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unsuccessful in this attempt, he was reduced to the
necessity of sending the work forth nearly in the same
state in which it came to his hands; the only alteration
made in it consisting of a few verbal corrections, and in
the division of the contents into Chapters.*

The foregoing candid statement of the circumstances
which have led to the present appearance of the follow-
ing sheets, while it is designed, on the one hand, to
exonerate the original Writer from any responsibility
for the defects of a production, which it was at no time
his wish or purpose to obtrude upon the public in its
actual state, will, on the other, it is hoped, p‘rove a
sufficient apology for the part taken by the Publisher
respecting it. Indeed the latter is even willing to
flatter himself, that whatever the imperfections of the
Work may be, or, however its value may hereafter be
diminished by more copious and methodical relations, it
will, in the interim, be received with indulgence, as
the only attempt hitherto made (with the single excep-

* When the volume was nearly printed off the Publisher was favoured
with a copy of Colonel Kirkpatrick’s official correspondence with the
Governor General of India during his mission to Nepaul, and other Papers
relative thereto ; these he has given in the Appendix, No. IL
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tion, it is believed, noticed below”) to present the public
with a general idea of a country and people, particu-
larly interesting to an English reader, on account of
their vicinity to the principal settlement of the British
Nation in India.

To conclude—if it should have only the effect of
stimulating those who are in possession of more just
and extensive information on the subject, to commu-
nicate their knowledge to the world, the Publisher will

think that he has not adventured entirely in vain.

* The publication here referred to is a short Account of Nepaul, which
appeared some years ago in the Asiatic Researches, and of which an extract
will be found in the Appendix, No. Il

March 1, 1811,



The following Errata, for which the Publisher has to apologize to the Reader, were unfortu-
nately committed in transcribing the Manuscript; and it was not until the volume was nearly

printed oft that they were detected.

Page line
6 — ult. for 43° 8' read 43.8.
20 — 9, for George, read Georgi.
33—4, (note) for Surren-dhool, read Surren-
hoob.
ib. — ib. — for Dhoob-kee read Dhoob tree.
41 — 6, before Goorkhalies insert possession of
the
62 — 19, for Kurripoot, read K:‘tnipoot.
66 — 17, after Mooruth insert (or 1dol)
67 — 17, for probable, read palpable.
70 — 4, for 281.75, read 23.75 inches.
79 — 21, 22, for or bicolor read orbicular.
81 — 11, for strong read deep.
ib. — 13, for Tilluh read Tilluk.
82 — 19, for Ekaro read Jhiro.
94 — 38, after Kodo insert a comma.
ib. — penult. before thirds insert two-
95 — 12, for Chaster read cluster.
97 — 6, for seven seers read eleven scers.
104 — 6, for Ghow-hut read Gow-bhut.
ib. — 1, for Stubhut read Stri-bhut.
ib. — 10, afler Kool, insert (or Sorcery).
109 — 22, for Koushna, read Krishna.
110 — 14, after distance omit the comma, and in-
serl it afler side,

Page line

118 — 15, for halted read hutted.

123 — 2, for not so much on account of the
rocky channel in which it runs, as owing to
the rapidity of its stream ; read, not so much
on account of the rapidity of its stream, as
owing to the rocky channel in which it
runs.

181 — 14, for Argheea, read Argus.

138 — ult, after in which insert direction.

148 — 2, for green read gum.

148 — 10, after Manuscript insert (Vide Asiatic
Rescarches, vol.iv. p. 1712).

188 — 28, for any of her read any other.

197 — 8, for agreeable read equable:

200 — 17, for Cuchum read Kuchurry.

208 — 1, for Tharrehs read Thnehs.

204 — 6, for Uluts read Uteets.

23;2 _ ;g:}for Teigh read Thuj.

207 — 2, for raw Sai read raw Lac.

208 — 9, for Mulmuts read Mulmuls.

211 — 19, for Mih read MAl.

;;g - ’g' Jor Addheeda read Uddhaila,

218 penult, for Soka read Saka.
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ACCOUNT OF NEPAUL.

PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.—CONSTRUCTION OF THE MAP.

Wiz it is considered that my late visit to Nepaul commenced
under circumstances peculiarly unfavourable to that free kind of
research which alone can lead to accurate information, and that its
duration did not, at most, exceed seven weeks, it will hardly be ex-
pected that [ should be able to add greatly to our former knowledge
of that country. It is, nevertheless, but fair to own, that although
the extreme jealousy, by which I knew its Government to be actuated,
suggested to me the propriety of conducting my enquiries, and of
making my observations, with a certain degree of circumspection,
yet it was not long before I discovered, in the open and communi-
cative disposition of every description of the inhabitants, that I
might safely throw off much of the restraint which Ihad at first im-
posed on myself in this respect. Still, however, (had [ been even
better qualified for the task than I was,) the period of my residence

was too short, to allow of my collecting such materials as would be
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requisite to the furnishing a complete account of Nepaul. The form
of the government ; its revenue and military establishments ; its
civil and religious institutions ; the customs and manners of the
natives, their population, their arts and manufactures, their com-
merce, their learning and languages; and, finally, the political and
natural history of the country, are objects of enquiry to which I cer-
tainly was not indifferent ; yet it must be obvious, that on some of
these points, my information could not but be extremely vague and
defective, and that my opinions on others would necessarily be no
less liable to error. And although it is true, that both our actual
observations,and our researches concerning the Geography of Nepaul
and of the adjacent countries, are open to the same objection ; yet
there is not equal reason for withholding the result of these last, since,
with all their imperfections, they will serve to convey a general idea
of some considerable tracts, hitherto scarcely heard of, and cannot,
if received with no more confidence than what they will be deli-
vered with, materially mislead, while they may possibly contribute,
in no small degree, to the advancement of geographical knowledge,
by suggesting and assisting future enquiries ; an advantage which
it is easy to conceive may sometimes be derived from very superfi-
cial and erroneous maps.

These considerations have made me determine to confine myself,
in the following pages, almost entirely to the illustrating, as well
as I may be able, the Geographical Sketch which accompanies

them : I shall, accordingly, but rarely stray beyond these limits,
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and never in the formal manner suited only to a regular dissertation.
Indeed, I shall not be studious of much method even inthe arrange-
ment of the remarks which constitute the immediate object of this
Memoir ; but content myself with dividing what I have to offer on
the subject, into such notices as may serve, first, to throw light on
the topography of our own actual track ; and, secondly, to elucidate
the geography of those parts which have been laid down altogether
on oral authority. _

The original of the accompanying Map is the performance of
Lieutenant Gerard,* who has also the merit of having taken consi-
derable pains, in the course of our journey, to ascertain with
exactness the relative positions of places ; atask which was rendered
the more lalorious, by the circumspection with which he was
obliged to employ the compass.

As the use of a perambulator was entirely out of the question ;
and as, owing, perhaps, to the nature of the country, we did not find
the pedometer answer, we had no other means of measuring the
distances, but by the watch. No doubt this was a very inaccurate
method, but we endeavoured to correct it, in some degree, by com-
paring notes after each day’s journey ; and by paying due regard,
in our computations, to the varieties of the road with respect to rug-
gedness or facility. Accordingly, we have allowed, in different

situations, from two to four miles per hour, though it was very rarely

* Now Lieutenant-Colonel Gerard, and lately Adjatant-General to the army on the
Bengal Establishment.
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indeed, after entering the Nepaul territories, that we proceeded at
the latter rate, even for ten minutes together.

As I shall occasionally set down the computed road distances,
and shall give a table of the whole at the end, it will be seen on a
comparison of these with the horizontal distances in the Map, that
we have determined the latter by no fixed rule of reduction; we
were guided in this particular, as in estimating the road distances,
by the nature of the country. Thus it will be found, that in cer-
tain situations, we have admitted a reduction of one in three
miles: nor, when the great elevation and stecpness of some of the
mountains which we crossed are considered, will this be deemed,
perhaps, too large an allowance.

The points of departure from the Company’s Possessions adopted
in the Map, are Munniary and Segouly, the former of which is laid
down according to Major Rennell ; Segouly, the other extremity of
our route, is placed agreeably to the result of the observations made
on our return; and, although it was not to be expected that the
relative bearing and distance of these two primary points should
turn out the same in our projection as in the Atlas, yet it will be
seen that they do not disagree very widely.

With regard to Hettowra (the Etouda of Rennell), it will be right
to notice, that it is laid down in the annexed Map conformably to
the observations from Munniary, uncorrected by subsequent results
since all of them being in their principles equally defective, we

had no reason to prefer one to another. It stands therefore 43° 8’
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horizontal miles, N. 16° 40’ W. of Munniary, and thirty-nine
miles N. 26° 20’ E. of the situation which we have assigned to
Segouly. In the Atlas it is placed sixty-five miles N. 16° 0’ W. of
the former, and fifty-seven miles N. 18° 40’ E. of the latter.

It is certainly very much to be regretted that we were not able
to fix the situation of a few points, at least, of our route by obser-
vations of the latitude and longitude ; all other means of ascertaining
the true positions and distances of places, in so mountainous a
country as that of Nepaul, being manilestly very defective. I
am obliged to acknowledge on this occasion, that we were not
absolutely without the means of accomplishing the fggmer of these
interesting objects, but as we did not sufficiently understand the
management of the astronomical quadrant, which we happened to
have with us, we were too ill-satistied ourselves with the results of
our operations to think them entitled to any confidence.

Having premised thus much concerning the materials employed
in the construction of the annexed Map, I shall now proceed to the
illustration of its several divisions, beginning with the route from
Munniary to Hettowra, after which I purpose passing to that from

Segouly to the same place.
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CHAPTER 1.

Thue Bhigmutty river, which passes between Munniary and the
Huttioul of our maps, divides in this place the Company’s and
the Nepaul territories, in a direction nearly SSW. We found
this river, though tolerably wide, not above knee-deep. The ford
we crossed at led us to the village of Seriva, consisting of a few
wretched huts.  About one mile to the north-west of Seriva stands
Kurrurbunna, a sort of frontier post, which has succeeded Huttioul,
the encroachments of the Bhigmutty having not long since swept
away this last place, which was situated a little below Seriva. The
fort of Kurrurbunna seems designed to serve no other purpose than
that of an occasional retreat for the cattle of its neighbourhood ; in
a military view 1t is altogether contemptible. It stands, however,
as wll as the village adjoining to it, on a high, and, as the Com-
mander of it (who was a native of South Behar) assured me, a very
healthy spot. The Bhigmutty is navigable with great facility,
during the rainy season, by boats of all burthens, as high as Seriva,
and, no doubt, is practicable also as far as the skirt of the adjacent

forest, if not all the way to the foot of the Cheeriaghati ridge;
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but the only materials of commerce in this quarter being timber,
which is floated, there appears to be no inducement for pushing
the regular navigation of this stream beyond Munniary.

For about four road miles beyond Kurrurbunna the country is
pretty open, 1hough by no means highly cultivated. Soon after
passing Peepra Rajepore, however, a dha'k, or pullis jungle com-
mences, which continues, with very little interruption, all the way
to Patra. This jungle is infested by bears, which, the people of
the country pretend, are to be frightened, and prevented from
disturbing travellers, by an imitation of the cry of a goat.

Bundir-pokhrah, laid down in the Map, is a very considerable
tank, which, though now useless and neglected on account of its
wild situation (as is the case with many others equally large, which,
I am assured, this forest contains), indicates that this part of the
country was formerly in a more flourishing condition than at pre-
sent. Indeed the ruins of an ancient and extensive city, called
Semroun (and Ghurrsemroure) are still to be seen a few miles to
the southward of Bhiarch ; and as the Newar princes of the dyuasty
which was overthrown by the Goorkhalis derived their origin
from this city, whence, their historians inform us, they emigrated
about four centuries and a half ago, its antiquities are, perhaps,
worth enquiring into. These ruins are situated between the Bukkia
and Jumne rivers,

The Loll Bukkia, which occurs in this part of our route, is an in-

considerable stream, which has its rise to the southward of the
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adjacent hills (or Cheeriaghati range), and flows but a little way
before it falls into the Bhagmutty. The Bukkia, which runs under
Cachouriva, is, on the other hand, a river of some note, its source
being as remote as the Mahabahr mountains, by which name some
of the loftiest peaks immediately to the southward and the south-
west of Nepaul are distinguished. This last stream, in its progress,
passes at no great distance from the fort of Muckwanpore, whence
it proceeds across the valley that separates the Muckwany from the
Cheerighati hills, and after forcing a passage through the latter,
pursues a very serpentine course till it disembogues itsclf into the
Boora-Gunduck, which it does near the village of Jingrye, in Sircar
Chemparun. It winds so remarkably at Cachouriva, as to form
almost a complete island of the spot on which we encamped at that
place.

The Jumne, which is crossed about midway between Cachouriva
and Bhireh, and again, very near the latter place, by which it
passes, is a dull and turbid rivulet, the springs of which are not
far off. Narrow as it is, however, we found it so deep as to be
scarccly fordable in palankeens. The cultivation between Cachou-
riva and Patra is very inconsiderable, being confined to a few
specks, at either end of the two or three wretched hamlets which
occur on the road.

Bireh, or Bharra-gharry, although the ordinary residence of the
Subah of the Western Turrye, is a mean place, containing from

thirty to forty huts: its fort is not more respectable ; nor would the
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Governor’s habitation attract notice any where else; it is built,
however, of well-burnt bricks and tiles. ’

The commerce between Nepaul and Patna passes through Gool-
pussra, though a much more circuitous routc than that of Bhireh,
which is as little frequented by travellers as by merchants. Indeed
the former possesses decided advantages over the latter, both with
regard to the facility of the roads and the face of the country ; as
will be further noticed in the proper place. 1t will be suflicient to
mention here, that the company of Nepaul guards, which met me
at Bhareh, came thither from Hettowra by the Goolpussra road,
though so much out of their direct way, instead of taking the
shorter route, by which we proceeded. The situation of Bhireh, too,
must be unhealthy, surrounded as it is on all sides by a thick
wood, and standing so near the foot of the Cheeriaghati ridge,
which hLere rises highcr above the level of the Turrye than it does
in the Goolpussra quarter. It is not, therefore, to be wondered
at, that Captain Kinloch’s detachment, which remained here for
some time, after the unfortunate attempt, in 1769, to penetrate
into Nepaul, should have suffered so much as it did from sick-
ness. The water of the Jumne is, in particular, estcemed very
unwholesome.

At Bhireh it was judged necessary that we should leave our
hackeries behind; and although we might ccrtainly have carried
them on to the cutrance of the Sukti, yet we could not have

done so without considerable difficulty. To have transported
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them up the course of that river would have been utterly
impracticable.

Soophye, which is but a mean village, stands very near the skirt
of the great forest : we crossed the Jumne twice in our way to it.
The only marks of cultivation we met with were limited to a few
narrow patches on each side of the road ; yet, from the appearance
of the corn both herc and to the southward of Bhiireh, the soil would
seem to be tolerably fertile; and, indeed, 1 have been frequently
assured by intelligent persons, that no land can be better adapted
to the culture of rice than that of the Turrye in general. The waste
state of the country, therefore, is to be referred to the want of popu-
lation, and to the defects of the government, which but ill under-
stands the means of promoting it. It is rather extraordinary,
perhaps, considering the temptations held out by the vicinity of
the Company’s dominions, that this dreary tract should have any
inhabitants at all; but it will be still more singular, if our late
permanent settlement of the revenuce, and recoguition of proprietory
right in the landholder, should not soon have the effect of entirely
depopulating it.

There is a shorter road from Cachouriva to Soophye than that
by Bhireh; it passes to the southward of the latter place; but was
described to me as being impracticable except in hammocks.

The Billye or Billarie nullah, a dull stream, which is crossed a
few minutes before you enter the great forest, would appear to be

a branch of the Bukkia, because its source cannot be traced to the
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Cheeriaghati hills, on account of the interposition of the Bukkia;
and, on the other hand, cannot be attributed to any springs situated
to the southward of the Bukkia's course, on account of the nature
of its bottom, which is stony. It probably also reunites with the
Bukkia at no great distance from the point where we passed it.

I was three hours in proceeding from what is considered as the
proper entrance of the great forest, to the village of Jhurjhoory,
which may be said to mark its nothern limit; I therefore judge its
breadth by the road to be somewhat under ten miles; for though
the ground throughout was very good, yet as we were occasionally
not a little impeded by trees that lay felled across our path, and by
others under which it was not easy to pass, I cannot allow more
than three miles and a quarter per hour. The horizontal depth
assigned to this forest in the Map, is eight miles and a half. Our
course, for a short time after we entered it, was about north; it was
next a good deal easterly s and during the last hour lay consi-
derably to the westward.

This forest skirts the Nepaul territories throughout their whole
extent from Serinugur to the Teesta, separating them every where,
either from the Company’s or the Vizier’s possessions. It is not, of
course, equally close or deep in every place; some parts having
been more or less cleared away, especially those which are situated
most favourably for the commerce of timber, or in the vicinity of
flourishing towns. To the eastward some considerable tracts are

reported to be quite clear. I cannot pretend to enumerate the great
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varieties of its trees; but the principal for size or utility are, the
Saul, the Sissoo, the Setti-saul, the Phullamikhd (or iron-wood), the
Kalikaht (a sort of black wood), the S4jh, the Bhurra, the Sumini,
and the Milta. The ebony is also, I understand, found here. This
forest is much over-run in the Jhurjhoory quarter with underwood
and long grass. The part most resorted to by the wood-dealers ap-
pears to be that which borders on the Boggah district, timber being
transported from thence even to the distancc of Calcutta. I am
inclined to think, however, that, notwithstanding the convenience
afforded by the vicinity of the Gunduck, a more advantageous
spot might be selected for the operations of the wood-merchants.
The Nepaul government levy, I believe, very high, and conse-
quently, in a commercial view at least, impolitic duties on this
traffic : whether or not they are influenced, in this respect, by the
idea that the vigorous prosecution of it would have the effect of
diminishing the strength of the barrier which this forest no doubt
constitutes, I had not an opportunity of ascertaining. Upon my
remarking on the ill tendency of such restraints, it was thought a
sufficient justification of them to declare, that they had not origi-
nated with the present government, which did no more than follow
the ancient practice in this particular.

Besides valuable timber, this forest affords another source of
profit to the Nepaul government in its numerous elephants; but
this, like the timber, is not improved so much as it might be. The

Governor of the Turrye told me, that in his district, which reaches
D
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from Somoisir to the Kousi, there were caught annually between
two and three hundred elephants; much the greater part of these,
however, are very young, being not above five hauts, or seven feet
and a half high; nor can they well be supposed able to catch any
of a superior size, as the animals are not driven into a keddah, or
inclosure, but are caught by snares or nooses thrown over their
necks by a mahoot seated on a decoy elephant. The rope being
immediately drawn, the end of it is secured round a tree, from
which it is easy to conceive that they often break loose, and are
not unfrequently strangled in their struggles. There is, therefore,
a double disadvantage attending this imperfect mode of catching
these animals, for while it clearly tends to diminish the breed, it
renders the elephants so prematurely caught of little value; there
are, accordingly, very few of this great number sold for the benefit
of the government, who claim an exclusive right to the whole, and
dispose of them, for the most part, in presents, or in commutation
of occasional services, and pecuniary demands.

A third branch of revenue arising from this forest consists in a
duty levied upon the cattle of Chemparun and other districts,
bordering on the Nepaul territories, which graze here annually
about four months, the pasturage between Octbber and January
being deemed excellent ; but as this duty is confined to buflaloes
(cows being exempted under the present government), and never
exceeds two annas per hecad for the season, its amount cannot be

very considerable.
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Besides elephants, this forest is said to be greatly infested by
rhinoceroses and tigers. The latter appear almost invariably
solitary, but two or three elephants, I have been told, will some-
times take possession of the road, and obstruct the progress of tra-
vellers a considerable time: a large herd of them assaulted the
camp of the Nepaul deputies at Jhurjhoory, when they were on
their way to Patna, and were got rid of with difficulty. They
sometimes issue from the forest in droves, and over-run the culti-
vated country on its borders, penetrating even, now and then, a
good way into the Company’s districts. We did not, however, meet
with a single wild beast of any kind in the whole course of our
journey.

Travellers cannot make a resting-stage in this part of the forest,
it being no where clear, or containing springs. This is not the case
in the Goolpussra road.

I took noticé occasionally of several trees in the forest, round
which wisps of jungle-grass were bound ; and in one particular spot
they were observable for a hundred yards together. This circum-
stance was accounted for differently; one person telling me that
these marks were designed (o indicate the vicinity of wild beasts,
and another, that they were propitiatory offerings by passengers to
the deities of the forest; it is not probable, however, that any one
part of the road leading through it is more dangerous than another,
and I am therefore inclined to attribute this practice to a supersti-

tious motive
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It appeared to me that the level of the forest, for the last two or
three miles, was lower than the preceding part: though, on the
whole, Jhurjhoory stands higher, I believe, than Soophye.

Jhurjhoory is a wretched village, consisting of a few herdsmen’s
huts scattered on the south bank of the Bukkia, the bed of which is
here of a considerable breadth, though we found its water confined
within a narrow channel. The forest is cleared to the eastward of
it to an extent barely sufficient to admit of a few tents.

Father George would appear to have proceeded straight across
from this place to Muckwanpore, by which road he travelled to
Nepaul ; we took a more circuitous, yet certainly an easier route,
if we may rely on the Missionary’s description of that by Muck-
wanpore, which is confirmed, indeed, by various accounts 1 have
received of it; by the circumstance of its being distinguished by
the expressive name of Khiradahr, or the Sword-edge-road ; and
lastly, by its almost total disuse.

At Jhurjhoory we met with a tree called Dubdubea, the leaves
of which abound in galls, containing from one to six winged insects ;
its wood was somewhat of the ash kind, and the gall powerfully
astringent.

You cannot be said to have quitted the forest on reaching
Jhurjhoory ; though the continuation of it from thence to the
Cheeriaghati hills differs considerably from the former part, the
trees, in general, being neither so lofty, nor standing so close together

as before.
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From Jhurjhoory to the entrance of the Checriaghati pass, the
road, for a short way, lies along the bank of the Bukkia. At the
distance of about six road miles from Jhurjhoory we entered the
bed of the Sukkattie or Sukti (called also Suktikhoar), and conti-
nued in it till we reached its sources, which are situated near the
summit of Cheeriaghati. I was not able to ascertain the course or
termination of this stream ; I observed, however, that it took a south-
east direction from the point at which we entered it ; and as it does
not occur in the Goolpussra road, I conclude it either empties
itself into the Boora Gunduck somewhere below Segouly, or unites
with, and yields its name to, one of the nullas of the Turrye which
disembogue into that river. There can be no doubt of its passing
through the great forest ; but whether either its depth, or the na-
ture of its bottom, fits it for the floating of timber, are questions
which I had no opportunity of determining.

After ascending for a quarter of an hour the bed of the Sukti
(in which there was but little water), we found ouréclves enclosed
on either side by the high ground of Cheeriaghati, covered thickly
with tall trees, chiefly of the Saul and Sissoo kinds. The proper
entrance of the pass, however, is a little higher up, where the Sukti
runs rapidly between two perpendicular rocks not more than forty
feet asunder, and apparently not less than two hundred feet high.
At no great distance beyond this gloomy spot is a curious cascade,
formed by an impending projection from ene of the rocks, resembling

the nave of a broad wheel. The water, which trickles, rather than



29 SUKTI RIVER.

rushes, from this overhanging conductor, is supplied from springs
on the summit of the adjoining hill. I placed a thermometer
under the falling water, which was so cold as to sink the mercury
presently between six and seven degrees. Our progress in the Sukti
was very slow, owing to the huge stones with which the bed of it
was filled; in one place, in particular, the river was divided into
two branches by an immense rock that had been recently detached
from one of the enclosing hills, and now occupied the middle of
the stream. This obstruction to the free passage of the waters had,
I was told, considerably encreased the difficulties of the road.

Ambeah-gauteh is a station in the bed of the Sukti where pas-
sengers sometimes rest, and which is so named from two or three
mangoe trees growing near it. We, however, did not stop here,
but proceeded further up, pitching a few of our tents as well as we
could on a small island formed by the river (which in this place
passes in a W S W. direction), and near which they sometimes
catch a few elephants that are driven from the forest below. The
springs of the Sukti, which gush forth in innumerable little rills,
that may be multiplied almost at pleasure by slightly pressing the
ground, are about two miles and a half beyond this island, from
whence the ascent is very perceptible. From the springs to the top
of the Cheeriaghati ridge (which is perhaps a mile and a half), it is
still more so, being, in fact, of no inconsiderable steepness.

The journey through the Sukti, though fatiguing, was rendered

interesting by the wild and picturesque scenery around us, The
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hills enclosing it were every where well covered with several va-
ricties of wood, among which, however, we saw but few firs. The
strata of these hills appeared to be a mixture of sand, gravel, and
light clay. We met with no fish of any kind in the river.

From the summit of the Cheeriaghati we had a noble view of the
Muckwanpore hills, which rose before us to a considerable elcvation.
The Cheeriaghati range is no where very high, though I am inclined
to think it rises somewhat as it stretches towards the Kousi, which
marks its eastern limit, as the Gunduck does its western one. It
does not, throughout this extent, every where bear the same name.
Its elevation where we crossed it, and where it is properly called
Cheeriaghati, would appear, according to the indications of the
barometer, to be about 480 yards above the level of Hazipoor.

Descending Cheeriaghati in a direction nearly north-east, and by
avery easy declivity, we reached Muckwanpore-mari, or the valley
of Muckwanpore,which is formed by the.Cheeriaghati and Muckwan-
pore hills.  This valley 1s of no great extent, not stretching farther
eastward than six or seven miles, aud terminating near Nagdco, on
the Hettowra side. It is very fertile, yielding abundance and great
variety of rice, which is not owing, perhaps, more to its natural situ-
ation (though no soil can be finer), than to the peculiar immunities
enjoyed by the cultivators of it, who, I was assured, pay no taxes to
the government. The reason of this extraordinary exemption may
possibly be discovered in the political revalutions of the district.

The ancient Rajah of Muckwanpore, who was dispossessed by the
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Goorkhalis, and who still resides on the borders of his former terri-
tory, under the protection of the Company, has not yet relinquish-
ed all hopes of establishing himself in his rights, having recently
made a feeble attempt for this purpose; it may therefore be thought
necessary, or at Jeast advisable, by the Nepaul government, to give
the inhabitants of this district such an interest in the permanence
of its own authority, as shall lcave them nothing to hope, but much
to fear, from the success of an invader, whether it be their former
master, or any other power.

During the late war with the Tibetians and Chinese, the peasantry
being generally obliged to repair to the army, agriculture suffered
a temporary interruption; and when, in addition to this mischief,
the scanty crops of Nepaul were destroyed by a hail-storm, vel"y
considerable relief was derived from the luxuriant produce of this
valley.

The hill fort of Muckwanpore is distinguishable by the naked eye
from the banks of the Kurra, on which stands the village of Muck-
wanpore of the valley, whence the fort bears about E. by N. The
ascent to it from the valley is not represented to be difficult, and
though we could not well judge of its strength at the distance from
which we viewed it, yet it certainly had nothing formidable in its
appearance. However, when the Nepaulians were hard pressed by
the Chinese, the Regent and some of the principal chiefs dispatched
a great part of their most valuable property to this fort.

The Kurra has its rise in one of the hills of the Muckwanpore
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ridge, whence it descends into the valley, through which it pursues
a winding though but short course to the Rapti, falling into that
river about two miles below Hettowra.*

In proceeding from Muckwanpore of the valley to Hettowra, you
pass through a sort of strait formed by a low ridge or spur of the
Muckwany hills that projects into the valley, and the Kurra,
which in this particular spot abounds astonishingly with fish. This
place is held in great sanctity by the more pious classes of Hindoos,
who have dignified it with the name of Nagdeo (or the Divine.
Serpent), and who, so far from disturbing the fish which swarm
here, rarely pass without feeding them.

Hettowra, though a place of much occasional resort on account
of its being the centre of all the commerce carried on between
Nepaul and the Vizier's as well as the Company’s western posses-
sions, is but a miserable village, containing from fifty to sixty
houses, the only decent one among which has been lately erected
by Zorawar (the Governor of the Western Turrye). It is considered
very unhealthy ; and indeed, although it stands near four hundred
yards above the level of Bauk, and is watered by a pleasant lively

stream, yet it is so closely surrounded by high hills covered with

* In an ill-concerted enlerprize agains} Nepaul, which Cossim Ally Khan was encou-
raged to undertake (on nearly the same grounds which soon after gave birth to
Captain Kinloch’s expedition), an attempt was made on the fort of Muckwanpore by
Goorgun Khan ; the issue of which was so disgraceful, that Purthi Nerain had no difli-
culty in prevailing with the Nabob to abandon the cause of his adversary.

E



26 RAPTI RIVER.

thick forests, that the air cannot fail, during the hot and we
months, of being impregnated with unwholesome vapours.

The Ripute or Rapti (on the bank of which Hettowra stands)
issues from a mountain to the eastward of Chusapany, and separ-
ated from it only by a narrow bottom or glen. After passing
Hettowra, where its bed is of a considerable breadth, it pursues a
westerly course till it reaches the Gunduck, into which it discharges
1tself near Koombia Ghurry, or about fifteen miles to the north of
Somaisir. There is another river‘of the same name, which passes
under Goruck pore, and disembogues into the Dewah. The Rapti
of Hettowra, though laid down in the map of Hindostan, is not
named, and might there be mistaken for the principal branch of the
Gunduck. '

I will now endeavour to throw some light on that part of the
Map which concerns the route from Segouly to Hettowra, by which

road I returned from Nepaul.
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CHAPTER 1I.

SEGOULY stands near the south bank of the Boori-Gunduck, which
takes its rise in the vicinity of Somaiscr. This river is navigable
during the greater part of the year, as high as Segouly, by boats
of considerable burthen. Its course, which is a very winding oue,
lies through the districts of Bettia, Chemparun, and Hajypore.
At Segouly and upwards, 1t is known best by the namcs ol Sek-
rownah and Kurrah, the appellation of Boori-Gunduck, and Little
Gunduck, being chiefly applied to it in the lower part of its course.
It passes under both Maisi and Mazufurpoor, discharging itself into
the Bhigmutty at Roussarahi. In the Atlas the Sekrownah aund Little
Gunduck appear to be laid down as distinct rivers; yet it is never-
theless certain, that they are one and the same. In a commercial
view, the Boori-Gunduck is entitled to particular notice; the great
extent 6f its course, its depth, and its communication with various
other streams that issue from the adjacent hills or forests, fitting
it admirably for the purposes of internal navigation.

North of the Boori-Gunduck, at the distance of about six miles,

passes the Tilliwé, a small stream that springs from the foot of the
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neighbouring hills, and falls into the Boori-Gunduck at Singrowli,
a village situated a little to the eastward of Segouly. The common
boundary of the Company’s and the Nepaul territories, on this side,
may be described by aline drawn about midway between Ekdurra
and Ullown. The Gurry, or little mud fort of Ullown, which has
succeeded the fort of Persa, now in ruins, consists of six round
bastions unitcd by a slight wall, and surrounded by a tolerable
ditch; it stands close to the Beheera nulla, which we found middle-
deep. This stream, which rises at no great distance from Ullown,
after receiving the united waters of the Dehar and Gihd, or Ghadi,
empties itself into the Boori-Gunduck near Seemra-butna, about
four miles west of Segouly. The springs of the Dchar are situated
in a part of the Bechiacori forest, called Koila-bahr, which lies to
the westward of Addha-bhir. You leave this river close on your
left in proceeding from Persa to Ullown, and at a point whence it
turns short to the westward, emptying itself soon after into the
Gihd near the village of Phoolkoal.

Goorpussra stands very near the skirt of the great forest, which
is, however, far from being thick in this quarter. The country all
round the village is pretty open, and by no means bare of cultiva-
tion; on the west side of it passes a small sluggish stream called
the Sunghya, which rises below Cheeriaghati and falls into the
Beheera about seven miles to the east of Goorpussra. The Soubah
of Turrye has a house here, in which he occasionally dwells ; but

his most usual residence is at Bareh, which is, nevertheless,
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either so neat nor so large a place as Goolpussra; this last, how-
ver, is, after all, but a mean village, though the thoroughfare for
nost of the merchandize that passes between Nepaul, Benares,
Oude, and Patna, over the Chusapany mountains. Besides being
watered by the Sunghirja, it has a large square tank on the east side
of it, but this is of little advantage to travellers, owing to the
shameful manner in which it is neglected.

The road frem hence to Bechiacori, through the great forest, is
very practicable for wheel-carriages ; therc are also two or three
stations (though no villages) in the way, sufficiently open for the
temporary accommodation of passengers. The middle of the forest,
which has a clearspace of some extent, is usually called Addha-bhar,
which implies its being half way between Goolpussra and Bechia-
cori. This part of the forest contains the same variety of trees as
the Jhurjhoory quarter. We met here with a felled Saul-tree,
that measured better than a hundred feet below the branches,
and {from eight to nine feet in the girth. About three miles to the
south of Bechiacori we crossed the Nagsote, a pretty broad stream
when at its height; it comes from the north-west, and falls into the
Bechiacori nulla, at no great distance from the point at which we
passed it.

Two miles and a half beyond the Nagsote you quit the
forest, and enter the Bechiacori river, in which you continue
up to its source. This stream, which is never considerable

except during eccasional torrents in the rainy season, takes an
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easterly dir.cction where we came to it, holding the same course till
it falls int6 the Boora-Gunduck,somewhere below Segouly. Bechia-
cori is the name by which the Cheeriaghati hills are distinguished
in this part of their range. There are a few miserable huts situ-
ated on the east bank of the nulla, at no great distance from the
cntrance of it, which also bear the name of Bechiacori, but which
we found abandoned. The bed of this river, through which the
road runs, though not obstructed by such huge rocks, or of so
perceptible an ascent, as the Sukti, is nevertheless difficult ; and
must, I think, be impassible for wheel-carriages. From the head
of it to the entrance of the great forest is scarcely less than six
miles ; hence, as well as in allusion to the nature of the bottom,
this part of the road is called Lumbabegger, or long stony way.
It is enclosed on either side by banks, rising gradually in
height till they terminate at the summit of the ridge, which,
though probably cqually clevated here as at the head of the Sukti,
does not appear to be so, on account of the superior level of the
forest immediately under it, compared with that of Jhurjhoory;
indeed, I am inclined to think that the Cheeriaghati chain pre-
serves nearly the same level throughout the remainder of its
course to the Gunduck, though I understand it is there scarcely
any longer perceptible, owing, probably, to the gradual ascent
of the country which borders it towards the south, and which
would at last appear (o reach the general elevation of those hills

themselves.
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The Bechiacori hills seem composed chicfly of light sand and
gravel, with scarcely any proportion of indurated or rocky strata
differing herein from Cheeriaghati proper. It is probably owing to
this variation of soil, that, while the fir-trce is very scarce along
the banks of the Sukti; those of the Bechiacori are thickly clothed
with a very fine kind, one of which, that had been felled, and lay
across our road, measuring about ninety feet clear of the branches,
and not less than eight feet in the girth. *

Proceeding up the course of the river, you pass on the left, at
the distance of about two iles from Bechiacori village, a steep
lofty bauk or hill, ol'a pyramidal figure, which scemed to be com-
posed of materials so loose, as to be but ill calculated to resist the
torrents which sometimes sweep its bottom. This curious peak is
called Purrewa-bheer, on account of its swarming with pigeons.
Almost opposite to it, the loona, a small strcam which issues {rom
springs situated in the neighbourhood of those which give rise to
the Sukti, fulls into the Bechiacor river.

This last streamn gushes from two or three small circular foun-

tains, communicating subterraneously, which are met with a few

® This tree is, nore properly speaking, a species of pine, having three delicate and
spike-shaped leaves issuing from the same foot-stalk, or sheath. I met with no more
than a single kind, though I received accounts of others. It is called in Nepaul, Sulla,
and Surren-dhool ; and emphatically Dhoob-kee, on account of its resinous nature. Its
branches are very commonly used as torches ; the fragrant turpentine which it yields
is employed in sacrifices and in medicated salves, and with its wood they make rafters
for their houses,

F
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minutes before you reach the top of theBechiacori ridge, from the
opposite (or Hettowra) side of which, and also near the summit,
issues the Kichria; this rivulet we found quite dry, but in the
rainy season (the only period it contains any water) it contributes
to the encrease of the Kurra, into which its channel lecads. The road,
in descending the hill to the northward, lies chiefly through the bed
of this dry nulla, upon quitting of which you enter a pleasant forest
called Dum Dumwa, where you begin to ascend again, though very
gently. About midway between this forest and Hettowra you cross
the Kurra, the sameriver that is passed in proceeding from Mukwan-
pore-mari. The bottom of the Kurra, though rugged and pebbly,
does not oppose any material impediments to the travcller; the
more especially as its declivity is scarcely sensible. The stones in
it being remarkably white, its channel, I was told, is perfectly dis-
tinguishable in fair weather from Chusapany fort. Unfortunately,
it was so hazy when we halted on the summit of this mountain, in
our return from Nepaul, that though we stopped there expressly
for the purpose of viewing, from so commanding a situation, the
adjacent country, we were scarcely able to make a single observation
of utility. ,

Hettowra stands at the foot of a hilly ridge, (which appears to
be detached from the Muckwanpore mountain,) and just at the point
where the Rapti enters the Muckwanpore valley. This ridge, which
is by no means regular, extends itself in a direction somewhat to

the northward of west, as far as the Gunduck, being the same that
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is met with immediately to the northward of Boggah. At Hettowra
it is composed of a confused heap of hills separated in various
directions by narrow bottoms or glens, which is also the appearance
exhibited by the greatest part of the mountainous tract known under
the general name of Nepaul, nothing corresponding with the idea ofa
single uninterrupted chainor range being to be met with afier passing
the Cheeriaghati 1idge, if even this can be said to answer correctly
toit. The sides of these hills are every where either well covered
with tall forests (chiefly of Sissoo, or Saul,) or partially cultivated with
grain of dilfcrent sorts. Those, however, in the vicinity of Hettowra
presented fcw or no marks of husbandry, of which, indeed, there
were but scanty traces discernible even in the flats below them.
The Rapti abounds with fish at Hettowra. The upper part of its
course is, generally speaking, both too rapid and too shallow to
contain any, though there are some depths or pits in which great
plenty are occasionally found: the principal kind is the seher,
which resembles the roach, and i1s much estcemed. There are also
a few gaoleer, or trout. The manner of fishing here is as follows.
The chanuel of the river is intersected by seven or eight casting
nets, united together by being hooked at their extremities to poles
or sticks erected in the water for the purpose. To each net thereis
a man or boy, who has a second net fixed to his waist, and hanging
behind him, in which he deposits the fish he catches; this he does by
diving. They dive head foremost, though in water not deeper than

the middle, throwing up their feet nearly quite erect, and seizing the
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fish sometimes between their teeth, but most commonly with their
hands. After remaining as long as they think proper at a spot, all
the nets are dragged together further down the stream, when they
renew their operations: these being over, they draw casting nets
separately, some of which, as well as those round their waists, are
often quite full. Both Bem Shah and his brother Roodur Beer *
appeared to enjoy this amusement exceedingly, plunging into the
river, and going through every part of the process (except that of
diving), with the greatest spirit. On this occasion, as well as many
others, it was observable that the superior classes of these people
admitted of considerable freedom in the carriage and conver-
sation of the lower orders, whom they very rarely affected to
keep at any distance. Nor was this sort of easy intercourse con-
fined to particular descriptions of men; it existed equally among
the military and the civil ranks; the private soldier being as
unembarrassed and forward to deliver his sentiments in the pre-
sence of an officer of whatever degree, as the fisherman or porter
before a minister of state, or governor. At the same time, this
frankness of manner was never seen to degenerate into rudeness or
disrespect.

There have been no duties collected on merchandise at Hettowra

since the conclusion of the commercial treaty, by which it is fixed

* Bem Shah was a kinsman of the reigning Rajah of Nepaul, and was sent with
other deputies to Patna, for the purpose of eventually conducting the British Mission
to Nepaul. Roodur Beer was a younger brother of Bem Shah, and commanded a
division of the Rujah’s guards sent as an honorary escort to the British Envoy.
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that they are to be levied by the Nepaul Government only at the
stations of Chusapany and Sundooli (or Seedly); at the former on
the western, and at the latter on the eastern trade. Previous to
this convention, imports were very irregularly and arbitrarily
levied. ‘

But notwithstanding that the trade between the two countries
has doubtless been freed from many of the restraints which
formerly shackled it, yet it is certain that it still labours under
difficulties of a very discouraging kind. It is not, perhaps, one
of the least of these, that the merchants are liable to be delayed
more or less in their journey by the want of porters; andI was sorry
to obhserve, that they appeared but too much exposed to it from the
loose or arbitrary form of the government ; as no ceremony was
used in depriving them, for our accommodation, both at Hettowra
and Goolpussra, of the carriers with which they had provided them-
selves. The evil would have scarcely merited notice, had it
been limited to the particular case in question; but I am afraid
the instances of it occur too often, when any of the principal men
of the country happen to travel (especially on public business) in
the route of the merchants.

The general level of the country, in the route from Choprah to
Hettowra is considerably higher than in the Bhireh direction,
though the distance between the two roads no where exceeds seven-
teen horizontal miles. Segouly is much more elevated than Bharra-

gharry, which, indeed would seem to be even lower than Choprah
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itself. The level of Goolpussra differs little or nothing from that of
Segouly; hence, on this side the ascent is so far easy, and in fact
scarcely perceptible. One of the consequences of this superior
clevation being, that ithe country s -less:liahle. (0 Jmundatnon,
we find the roads better; an advantage: whlch, when joined to
the circumstance of the Bechiacori forest being so mqgh_. ‘clearer
than the Jhurjhoory, gives a decided preference ta the route
by Goolpussra, notwithstanding its being more c‘iwcuitgﬂtjs by a few
miles than the other, if Choprah be taken in the w‘ay; while,
if you procced to Segouly by the direct road from Patna (which
lies to the eastward of the Gunduck), the distance will rather be
shortened. ‘ ; ‘

No sort of baggage or merchandize being transportable beyond
Hettowra, except on the shoulders of hill-porters, the price of their
labour has been regulated by the government.. " From Goolpussra,
the trip to Khatmanda is from 34 to 34 ; from Hetlowra 11 o 1%
Nepaul rupees, each man, who ordinarily carries, either in a Dhoka
(or hamper), or otherwise in a bale, a weight equal to eighteen
Dharnis, or about forty-five Seers, exclusive of his own provisions.
The rates, however, are/in some imeasure governed by the seuson
of the year, being hlgher in the warm than in the cold weather.*

These porters are, for the most part, of the Japoo and Douja tribes

® These rates are also partly regulated by the weight of the burthen agreed to be

carried ; some porters, especially those of Chitlong, very commonly transportiug from
€0 to 24 Dharnis.
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of Newars, though there are not a few Bhautias, or Tibetians,
among them; but these latter rarély descend into the Turryani,
the climate of which they dread still more than the Newars, whom
no offers, nevergt&q@a@ oan "tempt fo pa,ss beyond Hcttowra tﬁﬂ‘» .
the middle of Aprﬂ "Travellcrs t00,'€s ,:""‘ml‘ly wdmén, are 'very
often conveyed ,pvén the mountains in ﬂlokas, which are usuaﬁly
made : of bambqas; somew'hat of the form of an ‘inverted” trun-
cated cone.. The camages employed mstead of palanqluns are a

sort of hammock, nearly resemblmg those used at ‘Madeira. They
consist of a Durwar, or cotton sack, slung upon’ a pole made for the
most part of the Juggur-wood which is a specxep of palm differing
little from the khujhoor of Bengal From four 10' ‘exght bearers
are assigned to each two or four {accordmg to the weight of the
person in it) being under the pole ngether Wlibn foar are neces-
sary, they usually fix a stick honzontally across;  each extremity of
the main pole, one man sup*yortmg each end of %hq two cross sticks.

These bearers receive- for* tb% t.rip, whé;her from Goolpussra or
Hettowra, to Khatmanda, ats the samc rate as‘ the porters, and are
for the most part of the saré tribﬁa Pcrsong ofa certain rank have

g Y
<

suitable establishments of Durwars, or hisgpmocks, without, how-

ever, regularly mamtammg ‘bearers for. theéarnage of them, it being
among thc obligations of the tenants of jaghires and ‘other landed

estafes, to perform this service ‘occasionally for the pr0pr1etor *

* e ancy

Hipzeomatimen engsged by-the day, when they receiye two annas
per man, besides the ynctuals, which are served out to them three tlmu in the day.
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This hammock might easily be rendered a much more commo-
dious vehicle than wefound it tobe; the addition of a light wooden
frame, for the purpose of spreading the sack, and keeping it a con-
venient breadth, mwm lcam nothing 'more ¢ , e,!desu‘ed by the
trauqﬂer, than m c&;mvance for defending' “ﬁﬁ‘%mm the oc-
agion 1';5mclemenc1es *of tha weather, at a: Jéss puce ‘than the

vy

depnvauon of tbe de!ightﬁll ;nmpem c@nstaatly ,bl

aiming his
' attentxon.

Hettom, thwgﬁ‘-t ¥ : V s

FE
M
e

A*'_‘ .';-

iy ry .httle beiowthe lcvel of Cheeria-
ghati tqp.; is neverthelase comprehended in the Tuﬂfy or Turryani
of Ncpaulh a8’ ‘indéed is 1hc whole. of the cwatr)g situated (o the
southward of Chmdpany, and of the m'eguiar cluster of mouyntains
stretchmg from ﬂmn“, '

elcvauon._ Tur‘«f; i

1' Smg, which stretches from
 '_ qasterly m the Kousi, apd which may
3T J
be dlstmgmshed by 1] "";»,apj)ellauon(ﬁf the Western' bI‘m‘ryc or

Turryani, consxsts of “five zillahs, or dlstncts, subdlvxded into

or govemmentsg ,&h@t undcx: A ¢
the former of lhesc n"

twenty- seven pergunnahs. These zillahs are,
1. Subtuni, bounded to the eastward by the Kousx. ‘ ,
" 2. Mohtuni, west of Subtani, e
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8. Rhohututt, or Rohtut, in which Huttioul is included; it is
situated to the westward of Muhtuni.

4. Bhireh.

5. Persa, which extends to the westward as far as the Turryam
of Tannohi. The higher part, as well as the fort of Tannohi, is in |
the Goorkhalis, but the Turrye still belongs to Hurry‘Kumar
Seen, the ancient or former rightful Rajah of Tannohi.

Extensive as this government is, the Rajah of Nepaul does not
draw any considerable revenue from it ; this is partly owing to the
numerous jaghire and brhemoter lands comprehended in it; but
more particularly, perhaps, to the low state of its population, and
to mismanagement. It is pretended that the Zemindars of Turrye
hold their lands on very easy terms under the present gavernment,
which is content to divide the produce of the soil equally with
them. It is acknowledged, however, at tﬁe same time, that the
Buttye 1s, in most cases, no more than a nominal settlement, as,
besides the formal or established cess, the Zemindar or cultivator is
obliged to pay occasionally, other irregular and arbitrary taxes in
the form of fines, douceurs, and the like.

For lands recently brought into cultivation, the cultivator pays
to government eight annas per biggah, the first year, and subse-
quently, whatever kind of grain he raises in it, three rupees the
biggah. -

The most that Zorawar (the governor of West Turrye) remits

to Khatmanda annually is two lacks of rupees; though his net
G
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receipts, after discharging all expenses of collection, are supposed
by some intelligent persons, to amount to double this sum ; but
whatever the surplus may be, he does not enjoy it exclusively,
being obliged to divide his profits with the official men at Khat-
manda, who would not appear to be a whit less corrupt than their
brethren of Hindostan. East Turrye, though it is on the whole a
more fertile, or rather more populous, district, does not yield a net
revenue of more than from one lack and a quarter to one lack and
a half of rupees. It contains, however, more jaghire and brhemoter
lands than the other. The Moruny, which is comprehended in the
East Turrye (and of which it is indeed the most valuable part) is
divided into two soubahs or governments by the Arun, which runs
through the middle of it; this river, though it yields its name to
the Kousi at Bundharia Ghaut, is, nevertheless, a much more con-
sidcrable stream than the latter, rising beyond Himma-leh, and
winding in a singular manner through a great portion of Tibet,
before it descends into the Turryani.

If I might venture to form a judgment from the superficial view
I had of West Turrye, I should be inclined to pronounce that it is
capable of being rendered highly productive to the Nepaul govern-
ment; its extensive forests alone contain an almost inexhaustible
source of riches, since they might be made tosupply with valuable
timber, not only the countries washed by the Ganges, but even our
other settlements in India. The pines of the Bechiacori, and the

Saul-trees, both of that and the Jhurjoory forest, are not perhaps
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surpassed in any other part of the world, either for straightness or
dimensions, or probably for strength or durability.* The Bechia-
cori pines, nevertheless, scem to have never had an axe applied
to them, though they grow in prodigious numbers, are very
superior to what we generally met with in Nepaul proper, and,
considering the vicinity of the Boora-Gunduck, might be con-
veyed to us both with little trouble, and at little expense, compared
to the channel by which we are at present supplied with this useful
article, and the cost at which it is procured. Besides timber for
masts and yards, we could draw from hence whatever supplies of
pitch, tar, and turpentine we required. Kota, or pure turpentine of
the Sulla pine, may be procured, [ believe, even in Nepaul, at the
rate of ten seers per rupee, and a tree will yield, I have been told,
for eight or ten years together, about three maunds annually.
Neither the tar of America, nor the pine spars from thence, would
appear tobe in much estimation in India, though, for want of better,
I suppose, we take off, it is said, from the American traders consi-
derable quantities of both at high prices.

It is true that the nearest part of the Boora-Gunduck is not less

than thirty miles from the course of the Bechiacori nulla; but

* 1 had two cut down and floated from Segouly to Calcutta, by way of sample; one
of these spars measured 70, the other 78 feet. Mr. Gillet the shipwright has pronounced
of them that they promise to prove both strong and lasting, and means to give them a
trial in a ship which he is about to launch. They had felled a couple of immense
dimensions in girth as well as length, but were afterwards unable to move them,
Those examined by Mr, Gillet will work about a foot in diameter.
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when we advert to the great number of streams which intersect the
intermediate country, some of them springing even from the forest
itself, the level of the country from Cheeriaghati southerly, so
favourable (on account of its gentle declivity) to the opening of a
communication between these scveral streams and the Boora-
Gunduck, by means of canals, and the nature of the soil, so well
adapted to the easy execution of such a work, it will be evident that
there are no difficulties opposed by nature to the accomplishment
of so useful an object, which an active and intelligent government
might not speedily remove. Attempts have heretofore been made
to transport fir or pine-trees from different parts of the Nepaul, and
even of the Rohilcund Turrye, but they have always failed, because
a mountainous country, as well as rapid and rocky rivers, opposed
their success. In the quarter here pointed out, we meet with every
thing calculated to encourage the undertaking, viz. vicinity to a
navigable river passing over the borders of Chemparun, a forest
by no means much elevated above the subjacent country, and the
declivity, such as itis, being gentle ; communicating streams, neither
rocky nor rapid, and the means of reducing the land-carriage con-
siderably, if not of precluding the necessity of it altogether.

Sir Robert Barker wrote to Lord Clive in 1766, concerning the
productions of the tract in question, as follows:

‘ Bettyah (he meant the northern parts, or Nepaul borders) will,
¢ I think, be of considerable consequence to the Company ; its firs

“ will afford masts for all the ships in India, which must producec



MINERAL AND VEGETABLE PRODUCTIONS. 45

“ a new and considerable trade with the other nations in India, as
% well as advantage to our own shipping. Gold and cinnamon arc
¢ also here (the latter we gather in the jungles); timbers as large
“ as any I have seen, musk, and elephants’ teeth, besides many
“ other commodities I have not yet got the knowledge of.” It must
be owned, however, that this is an exaggerated account of the na-
tural riches of the Turrye districts. The quantity of gold dust
found in the Gunduck, and other rivers in this quarter (for mines
are totally out of the question), is very inconsiderable, though it is
pretended that the sanctified stones called Salligrams contain that
precious metal. The cinnamon is no other than the Sing Rowla,
or Lignea Cassia ; and with regard to the musk talked of, it is certain
that, if of the true kind, or Kustoora, it could not have been the
produce of the spot, this animal not being met with to the south-
ward of the Kuchir, or Lower Tibet.

At Hettowra there is a grove of very fine Saul-trees, in which we
pitched our tents : there are but few pines in the environs of this
town; nor do they abound greatly on the banks of the Rapti, as
you proceed up its course. The mineral contents of the hills through
which this river descends appear to be various. We collected many
stones, and some ores in the bed of it indicated the presence of
iron, copper, and other metals. Among others was a stone which
appeared. to be an ordinary iron ore, but of which I was told they
made a magnet by wrapping it up in a fresh buffaloe hide, and

depositing it in this state, for a certain time, in the earth. I trans-
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mitted to Mr. Blake specimens of all the metallic ores and fossils
we met with, both in this and other situations, but he has not yet
bad leisure to examine them with attention. The natural produc-
tions of the vegetable kingdom most common between Hettowra
and Bhimpore, arc the Saul, Sissoo, and Simul trees; the nettle,
wild worm-wood, raspberries, and mulberries ; we also found here
a curious shrub called Khaksi, the leat of which answers the
purpose of emery, or sand-paper, giving a fine polish to the harder

woods.
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Soox after our leaving Hettowra, we entered the bed of the
Rapti, which we continued to ascend till we reached Dhoka-phede,
the road traversing, for the most part, one or other of the irregular
and rugged banks that enclose it, but occasionally lying through
the midst of its channel, which is uninterruptedly strewed with
huge fragments of rocks, rent {from the craggy precipices, between
which this river must rush with astonishing impetuosity during
the autumnal rains. The ascent {from Hettowra to Dhoka-phede,
though on the whole by no means inconsiderable, is too gradual,
except in one or two places, to be much felt; nor are the waters
any where deep enough (running off too fast to rise to any great
height) to make the passage of them in the least dangerous: the
few Ruhas, or pits, which they contain, not occurring in the tra-
veller’s route. The chief inconvenience experienced in crossing, or
proceeding in the bed of the stream, arises from the slipperiness
of the bottom, which is so great as to render it very difficult for the
porters or bearers to keep upon their legs. Independent of the danger

which would arise from the numerous rocks choaking, as it were,
H
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the channel of the river, its navigation in boats would scarcely be
practicable, even when its waters were at the highest ; for, as Dhoka-
phede rises at the least five hundred yards above the level of
Hettowra in a distance not exceeding fourteen road miles, it is easy
to conceive, what was indeed sufficiently perceptible, that in this
space there are several rapids and falls (called by the Nepaulians
Chekeera and Chingo) which no loaded bhoat could pass, while the
idea of establishing carrying or portage-places is altogether pre-
cluded by the nature of the enclesing banks, which, in general, are
inaccessible precipices. The few cataracts which we saw did not,
it is true, appear very formidable, the fall of the greatest of them
not being more than four or five feet; but it may be presumed,
and, indeed, 1 have been assured, that there are others much grander
than these, in some points of the river’s course, which were con-
cealed from our view by its windings and the thickness of the sur-
rounding forest, it being probable that the foot-path has been car-
ried along, or across, the most practicable parts of the channel. The
perpetual roaring occasioned by the impetuous course of this
stream over its rocky bed adds wonderfully to the effect of the wild
and picturesque scenery that adorns its lofty banks, the hills which
confine it being of an immense, though not uniform height, and
abundantly clothed with a great variety of beautiful trees; for
the most part, indeed, these are so close, as barely to leave a pas-
sage for the waters; at Nimbootin, however, and one or two

other spots, they recede so far as to form a plain along the margin
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of the river sufficient for the admission of a few tents; but even
in these situations the ground is over-run with thickets, and covered
with stones. The fordable passages of the Rapti are called Junghars,
of which there are no less than twenty-four between Hettowra and
Dhoka-phede, at the foot of which this river passes, just after
rushing from the bosom of the mountain whence it has its rise ; it
is of course but an inconsiderable stream at this place.

After crossing the Rapti for the last time, we immediately as-
cended Dhoka-phede, or the Gate-hill, so called from the great
straitness of the pass leading over it; this hill is of a moderate
height, and, excepting just at the summit, of a pretty easy acclivity.
Below it, on the left hand, or to the westward, is the bed of a to-
lerably wide stream, which flows from certain springs (more pﬁrti-
cularly noticed hereafier) situated towards the summit of the
Cheesapany mountain: we found it quite dry, which is its usual
state, though it is sometimes filled by torrents that occasionally
rush from the adjoining hills.

After the description which has been given of the road from
Hettowra hither, it can scarcely be necessary to add, that it is
utterly impassable during the periodical rains, at which time the
little intercourse maintained between Nepaul and the Turryani is
kept up by the routes of Muckwanpore and Sundooli, which, though
abundantly difficult, yet, not lying through the courses or beds ol
torrents, are in some degree practicable at all seasons of the year.

The space between the farther or north foot of Dhoka-phede and
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Bheem-phede is tolerably level and open, and exhibits some traces
of cultivation. This last is a mean village occupied by a few Newar
families, and standing at the south foot of Cheesapany mountain ;
it owes its name, according to some etymologists, to the circum-
stance of the Hindoo divinity Bheem having happened, in a ter-
restrial excursion, to rest one of his feet here, in making a god-like
step : hence it is esteemed a place of sanctity, and the Newars who
inhabit here have dedicated to this deity a small spring, or natural
well, which stands close to the village.

A little way to the westward of the village, and in the bottom
of a close glen formed by a hollow or gorge in the side of the
Cheesapany mountain, a small brook was pointed out to me
which issues from the springs already mentioned to be situated to-
wards the summit of this mountain. It did not flow, at this time,
much below the spot where I saw 1t quit the mountain, though it
occasionally runs, as beforesaid, in a broad stream, till it meet the
Rapti. Its water was cold enough to sink the mercury of Fahren-
heit’s thermometer from 65 to 51 degrees upon being immersed in
it about three minutes ; it was still colder at its source, the mercury,
upon being plunged into it there, falling presently from 67 to 48
degrees. These experiments, it is proper to observe, were made
at the hours of nine and eleven in the morning, when the heat
of the sun was considerable, even in the shade. 1 was assured,
indeed, that the water of this spring is very often too cold to

be drank ; and it is in allusion to its frigidity, that the mountain
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containing it is called Cheesapany, which literally signifies cold
waler.

The ascent from Bheem-phede to Cheesapany fort, is for the
most part difficult ; the road traverses the side of the mountain,
and in many places lies close to the brink of frightful precipices,
formed, on one side, by the torrents of the Rapti, and on the other
by the Cheesapany stream, which together insulate in a manner
the south side of the mountain. Some idea may be formed of the
depths of these chasms {rom the circumstance of our having been
actually at a loss, more than once, to determine the genus of the
animals which we saw below, the largest cattle often appearing not
larger than the size of a bird. As the path does not wind in a wide
horizontal range, but stretches abruptly towards the summit, and
forms numerous sharp turnings, the ascent is consequently in many
places very steep ; besides which, the footing is rendered not a little
insecure by the loose fragments of rock which are scattered
throughout it. Many parts of the road too necessarily over-hanging
others, and these stones being easily set in motion by the action of
the feet in climbing, those who bring up the rear of a company of
travellers are very liable to be annoyed by the tumbling fragments.
The perpendicular height of Cheesapany fort above Bheem-phede
is about five hundred and thirty yards, which it took me very near
an hour and a halfl to ascend in my hammock. In returning, I
descended on foot, in somewhat less than three quarters of an

hour,
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The south side of this mountain is not so well covered with wood
as the north ; [ speak of the space lying between the two ravines
formed by the Rapti and Cheesapany streams, for the hollows, to
a considerable way up their steep slopes, are abundantly and heau-
tifully wooded. It is in these situations that the fir is mostly seen
in the mountainous tracts, and never near the summits of the more
elevated hills. The Saul and Sissoo are produced on the sides of
Cheesapany ; and after ascending from the springs, and reaching
the greatest height of the path which leads over its summit,
oaks, and other plants peculiar to the loftier situations, are met
with. Indeed, we could always, in the course of our journcy, form
a tolerably accurate idea of our comparative elevation, by observ-
ing the' various shades of vegetation which occurred as we
ascended.

The fort of Cheesapany possesses no other strength than what
it derives from its situation, which though considerably below the
summit of the pass, is, nevertheless, as well chosen, perhaps, as it
could be, since the space left by the torrents that embrace the
mountain on either side being here very narrow, this barrier en-
tirely occupics the whole breadth of the pass, and could not be
easily turned on account of the precipices, at the edge of which it
stands. It is not capable, however, of containing above an hundred
men, and, although the masonry of it appears to be excellent, is
altogether unworthy, in a military view, of any further notice.

This fort is not commanded by an Omrah, as almost all the
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fortresses in the Nepaul territories are, but, like Muckwanpore,
Seedule, and some other places of strength included in Zorawur
Singh's government, is in charge of an officer immediately nomi-
nated by that Soubah. The Omrahs are every where wholly inde-
pendent of the civil governors; their garrisons too, are chiefly
composed of troops raised and formed by themselves, the regulars,
or those of the line, being only occasionally employed under them:
they have lands assigned them for the support of themselves and
men, and rank very high among the orders of the state. They are
distinguished by the simplicity, or what may (in contrast to the
refinements elsewhere observable, even in Nepaul) be called the
clownishness of their dress, wearing short jimas, wide drawers,
or trowsers, and white turbans carelessly and inelegantly tolded.
Their arms consist of matchlocks, broad-swords, bows, and arrows,
and their class is determined by the number ol Kohras,* or swords,
which they muster. They are never allowed to remain a long time
together in the command of the same place, being relieved for the
most part yearly, and not unfrequently in the moment that they
are about to reap the harvest of their lands. The same policy,
however, is discernible in all the other arrangements of the Nepaul
government with regard to its delegated authorities, and the
jaghire lands, both of which are constantly passing into new hands.
The Omrahs serve very commonly in the armics, but preserve with
jealousy their own usages. Their respective forces are generally

* A representation of the Kohra is given in the plate at p. 118.
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composed of their own kinsmen; and they affect to despise even
the highest situations in the regular troops. They are all, with few
exceptions, of the Rajepoot tribe.

Cheesapany is a custom-house station, and the only one, besides
Seedli, at which duties are collected on merchandize passing
from the Company’s and Vizicr’s territories. .The village adjoin-
ing to the fort contains about twenty thatched houses. There is
a litle grain raised here, but by no means sufficient for the con-
sumption even of the few inhabitants of the place, who are therefore
obliged to supply themselves occasionally from the neighbouring
hamlets. The soil indeed of this mountain (especially of its southern
side) would not seem to be favourable to the culture of any species
of grain; the scanty fields which appear towards its summit con-
stitute the jaghire of the Jemadar who commands at this station.

From the fort or village it is a tolerably easy ascent of about
three quarters of a mile, by the road, to Cheesapany, or Cold-water
spring, which lies in a natural hollow of the. mountain situated a
little below the road, and on the left hand; it is a romantic spot,
and being but little exposed to the influence of the sun, owing to
the high hills which encircle it, as well as to the trees which shade
it, is dclightfully cool. Amidst the great variety of plants with
which it abounds, our attention was particularly attracted by a tree,
some of the leaves of which exhibited, in a striking degree, the
pbznomenon described by Smecllic in his account of the Hedysa-

ram movens. As the people of Nepaul consider it in a great measure
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necessary both to the copiousness of a stream, and to the coldness
of its waters, that its fountains, as well as the superior parts of its
course, should be constantly well covered with I'oliagé, they, on
this account, make great difficulty in removing the thickets that
are occasionally met with in those situations.

After quitting this spring, we continued to mount for very near
another mile, before we actually reached the summit of the moun-
tain, or rather of the path which traverses it. This part of the
ascent is, on the whole, tolerably casy ; though the ground being,
as before, loose and stony, the road must be pronounced to be at
best very indifferent. Near the top of a peak (but not the loftiest of
those which rise from Cheesapany mountain) situated to the
noth-west of the highest point of the pass, the mercury in the ba-
rometer fell to 23.80 inches, which indicated an elevation of about780
yards above the level of Bheem-phede. This peak, and, of course,
all those around it, most of which are higher, is often covered with
snow for a fortnight together during the winter. Indeed the snow
lies sometimes a span deep, and for ten days together, even at
Cheesapany fort.

On reaching the point of the pass just mentioned, (and which I
judge to stand about 120 yards higher than Cheesapany fort), the
mountains of Himma-leh suddenly burst uponthe view, rearing their
numerous and magnificent peaks, eternally covered with snow, to
a sublime height ; and so arresting the eye as to render it for some

time inattentive to the beautiful landscape immediately below it,

I
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and in which mount Chandraghiri, and the valley of Chitlong,
with its meandering stream, form the most prominent objects. Indeed
the snow lay upon them as low down' as their sides were visible to
us, which in some parts was. to a very considerable depth, notwith-
standing the interposition of the stupendous mountains which: rose
immedfately to the southward of them, and which, though of a
very inferior elevation, were nevertheless streaked with snow. This
lower Alps, which would appear to be an inseparable attendant
on the Himma-leh chain throughout the whole range of the latter,
and which constitutes, to an immense cxtent, what is called the
Kuchir, aor lower. Boutan (dividing every where upper Boutan or
Tibet from the Nepaul territories), will be more particularly men-
tioned hereafter. The extreme points of Himma-leh, as discernible
from the top of Cheesapany, stretched from east by north to N. N.-
West, the nearest horizontal distance being about thirty-eight miles.
Alter descending a few yards, we lost sight of these Alpine regions,
which were not again visible till we reached the summit of one or
other. of the hills belonging to the Chandraghiri-ridge. The
snowy peaks of Himma-leh are distinguished among the Nepaulians
by the term of Hima chooli; Chooli signilying a sharp or pointed
peak ; a round swelling one, such as generally crown the summits
of the Nepaul hills, being called Tumkoo.

The view from the peak of Cheesapany, which I ascended for
the purposc of observing the state of the barometer, is said to be, in

a clear day, one of the grandest that can well be imagined, the eyc
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reposing from hience alternately on the various sublime objects just
enumerated, and on all the subjacent country to the southward,
stretching even beyond the Cheeriaghati ridge to the borders of
Chemparun. We were unfortunately deprived in a great degree of
this. noble sight, as, when we were best able, and most at liberty to
enjoy it, which was in our return, the mountain was enveloped by
one of those thick mists (called here Too-il) which always hang
over this elevated tract, except during the periodical rains, or oc-
casional showers. These vapours, however, did not prevent our
observing, in the night, the numerous lights, and extensive confla-
grations which illuminating the sides and summits of the sur-
rounding hills, constituted a most picturesque sight, some of the
former seeming, from their immense height, like so many stars,
and, in fact, not easily distinguished at first from those luminaries ;
and the latter presenting the image of streams of fire rushing. from
the eminences into the valleys below. This last appearance was oc-
casioned by the burning of the grass and underwood on the sides
of the mountains intended to be cultivated, a practice very common
in the low, as well as in the high lands, from an idea that the soil
is at once cleared and fertilized by the operation.

The descent from Cheesapany summit to the valley or glen at
its north foot, is neither so considerable, nor is the road so bad
or dangerous, as the ascent from the Bheem-phede side. The road
for the first part winds round the brow of the mountain, by a
gently sloping path, which, though carried along the edge of an -
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immense abyss, is too wide to raise any alarm in the traveller for
his safety. On reaching the north side, the descent becomes rather
more abrupt, but still continues tolerably easy; and during the
middle part, is rendered not a little pleasant by the shade afforded
by some fine trees which adorn this face of the mountain. Towards
the bottom, the declivity is rapid and rocky.

In descending the north side of Cheesapany you meet about mid-
way with one of those conical piles of stones, which are frequently
raised in similar situations by the superstition of the natives, who
in passing these rude temples, never fail to adore the divinity,
whose presence they are supposed to manifest. They are called
Deoralli, a name which we also find applied both to a very re-
markable peak of Himma-leh, situated directly between Dhyboon
and Kheroo, and to a mountainous ridge through which the
Bhigmutty rushes, soon after escaping from the valley of Nepaul.

Immediately on reaching the north foot of the Cheesapany, you
cross a rapid but not wide stream, which bears different names,
according to the villages near which it takes its course. It is here
called Tambeh-kan, or Kowli-kan, kola; further up it is known
by the appellation of Markhoo-kola, and still higher by that of
Chitlong-kola. It has its rise at no great distance from Paloong, a
village situated in one of the mountains of the western branch of
the Chandraghiri ridge; after descending into the valley of Chit-
long, it is there augmented by some other small rivulets issuing

from the surrounding hills ; it then winds through this vallev, and
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runs to the eastward of Ekdunta hill, washing to the westward, the
bottom of the eminence on which the village of Markhoo stauds;
whence it pursues its course to Tambeh-kan, pasing turbulently
along the east side of that station. From the foot of Cheesupany,
where its bed and banks abound with huge rocks, it riushes with
considerable rapidity in a direction necarly east, forcing its way
through the intervening mountains till it reachesthe Bhigmutty,
mto which it throws itself at Sisniari, at the distance of about seven
horizontal miles from Tambeh-kan. Between Tambeh-kan and
Sisniari, and rather less than two miles below the ford at which we
passed (reckoning according to its course), it is precipitated from a
rocky perpendicular height of nearly fifty feet, with a noise that,
during the periodical rains, is described to be very grand. Indeed
the distant roar of this cataract was by no means inconsiderable,
even at the season of our journey.

The glen or hollow of Tambeh-kan (for it is scarcely entitled to
the name of valley) stands about two hundred and seventy yards
higher than Bheem-phede; onwhich account, as well as because the
soil on the north side of Cheesapany mountain is not altogether so
loose as on the opposite face, the descent to it is comparatively
casy. I am assured that this spot is extremely subject to violent
gusts of wind, which rushing from the intervals of the mountains,
and carrying with them innumerable pebbles, render it a very un-
pleasant stage for travellers, on whom these scattered fragments

sometimes descend with the impetuosity of a hail-storm. This glen
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is also remarkable for the severity of its temperature in winter, at
which time it is said that the water of the river that passes through
it is almost too cold to be drank.

The vill‘a'ge‘ of Tambeh-kan, called also Kowli-kan, is at present a
miserable place, though beforethe copperminesinits vicinity(whence
it derives its name) were exhausted, it is said to have been both popu-
lous and flourishing. Indeed the sides of the smaller hills, which
immediately encircle it, exhibiting every where traces of former
forests, is of itself, perhaps, no slight indication of the fact, whether
we suppose these forests to have been removed for the purposes
of fuel merely, or with a view to the cultivation of the soil.

Though the miues close to this place are now nearly exhausted,
yet other veins of copper have been discovered, and are worked at
no great distance from hence. It would seem that the miners (who
are of the Agrye cast or tribe) move from place to place, according
as their discoveries occasionally prompt them; and although I am
not exactly informed upon what terms they carry on their opera-
tions, yet therc is reason to suppose that they find them abundantly
profitable, sincc Kurripoot Ranipoot (or a miner's son and a
prince’s son) is a proverbial expression in the country, denoting
the ophlence of these people, who, it is notorious, indeed, throw
away their money in the most lavish manner, working only when
stimulated by necessity, or by particularly advantageous offers.

Upon quitting Tambeh-kan, we proceeded for some way along

the banks, and oécasionally through the bed, of the river, which
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towards Markhoo is of a considerable breadth, and every where
confined by hills or rocks of a stupendous height, most of them
very steep, and some actually overhanging the channel below : one
of the craggiest of these cliffs, of a dark barren aspect, and standing
on the right hand in proceeding up the river, presents the striking
appearance of a few well grown pines issuing {rom its perpendi-
cular side, and preserving their erect position in a remarkable
manner. Before we reached the village of Markhoo, thc road
leading to Khatmanda by Pheerphing turned off to the right. I'shall
take notice of this route, after describing the more dircct one by
Chitlong.

Leaving Markhoo, which stands near the summit of an eminence
on the right, and quitting the bed of the river, we ascended the
hill of Ekdunta, over which there lead two paths. Our cattle, and
most of our people, proceeded by the salest, but neither the shortest
nor easiest. It lies to the lcft, and partly through the course of a
rivulet. That by which I was conducted winds round the right or
east face of the hill, at no great distance from its hrow, and is the
most alarming, if not the most dangerous passage that occurred in
our whole journey ; the breadth of it no where exceeds two feet,
and it is in some places not so much. Ou onc hand is the sidc of
the hill, which, contrary to the general nature of these mouuntains,
is here quite bare, affording neither shrub nor stone capable of
sustaining the stumbling traveller, on whose other hand is a per-

pendicular precipice some hundred feet deep, at the bottom of
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the banks, and occasmnally through the bed, of the river, which
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confined by hills or rocks of a stupendous height, most of them
very steep, and some actually overhanging the channel below : one
of the craggiest of these cliffs, of a dark barren aspect, and standing
on the right hand in proceeding up the river, presents the striking
appearance of a few well grown pines issuing from its perpendi-
cular side, and preserving their erect position in a remarkable
manner. Before we reached the village of Markhoo, the road
leading to Khatmanda by Pheerphing turned off to the right. I shall
take notice of this route, after describing the more direct one by
Chitlong.

Leaving Markhoo, which stands near the summit of an eminence
on the right, and quitting the bed of the river, we ascended the
hill of Ekdunta, over which there lead two paths. Our cattle, and
most of our people, proceeded by the safcst, but neither the shortest
nor easiest. It lies to the Icft, and partly through the course of a
rivulet. That by which I was conducted winds round the right or
east face of the hill, at no great distance from its brow, and is the
most alarming, if not the most dangerous passage that occurred in
our whole journey ; the breadih of it no where exceeds two feet,
aud it is in some places not so much. On oinc hand is the sidc of
the hill, which, contrary to the general nature of these mouutains,
is here quite bare, affording neither shrub nor stoue capable of
sustaining the stumbling traveller, on whose other hand is a per-

pendicular precipice some hunidred feet deep, at the bottom of
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wise under the ancient Newar princes, I am unable to determine
with exactness, though I suspect that their administration was far
from being moderate or just. But be this as it may, it is pretty
certain that the Newar tribes (who alone, throughout Nepaul proper,
cultivate the ground, and exercise all the other useful arts) enjoy
but little security or happiness under their present rulers, who, on
most occasions, make but too light both of their civil and natural
rights. This observation, however, is by no means meant to convey
any peculiar censure on the Goorkhali government, which I believe
to be at least as mild and equitable as any other in India, whether
Hindoo or Mahomedan.

During the dynasty of Newar princes, Chitlong was for some
time a dependency of the Patun Raje, or sovereignty, and had a
district annexed to it containing several populous villages, among
which were Paloong, Taistoon, Boe-khail, &c. It constitutes, at
present, part of the jaghire or fief of one of the four Sirdars, or
commanders in chief, of the Goorkhali forces. There is a mooruth
of Mahadeo to the eastward of the town, close to which is a spring
of excellent water.

We passed about a mile beyond Chitlong, before we met with a
spot on which we could pitch our little camp; the situation which
we occupied was on the east bank of Chitlong-kola, and at the
distance of about half a mile {rom the south foot of Chandraghiri,
or the mountain of the moon, a branch or spur of which, however,

stretched close to our encampment, as did another, in the same
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manner, from the opposite side of the rivulet, hemming us in so
closely, that the sun did not rise to us on the 27th February, till

half after eight, setting on the same day proportionately early, or
between three and four o'clock.

There is no cultivation on the sides of the hills just described as
terminating the upper part of the Ghitlong valley. They are, how-
ever, well wooded, and abound in a vast variety of wild shrubs,
forming altogether a very pleasing sight, though not so interesting
a one as the fields of corn with which many of the adjacent
eminences are enriched.

Although our barometer was not in order for making here our
usual meteorological observations, yet both the rapidity of the
stream which passes through this valley, and the probable ascent
by the road from Tambeh-kan, sufficiently indicate that Chitlong
stands considerably higher than the last-mentioned place. The
natives, besides asserting the same fact, athirmed it to be still more
clevated above the valley of Nepaul; and this opinion we had the
means of confirming generally, by observing that the level of
Khatmanda was actually below that of Tambeh-kan, though, as to
the precise elevation of Chitlong, as well as of some other situations,
we could form only a vague estimate. It may serve, however, as a
further corroboration of the idea regarding the superior height of
this valley, to notice that during the night of the 27th February
the mercury in Fahrenheit's thermometer fell to 29 degrees, and

that on the following morning we found all the standing water
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around us frozen to a considerable thickness, the ercury at the
same time being at 36.

The Chitlong-kola descends with too much rapidity to be ever
frozen, but the Chandraghiri mountain was crowned with snow
not many days before our arrival at its foot. We had not an op-
portunity of judging of the height of this mountain by the baro-
meter ; but, from a rough comparison of it with others in its
vicinity, which we were enabled to calculate with some degree of
exactness, I think it probable that it rises about eight hundred
yards above the level of Chitlong valley, which, I conceive, stands
within two hundred yards as high as Cheesapany fort itself.

The direct road from our camp to Khatmanda lay over mount
Chandraghiri; but as we proceeded to the capital by another
route, I can give no satisfactory account of the former: from the
report, however, of Lieut. Gerard (who ascended to the top of the
mountain for the purpose of taking the bearings of the principal
surrounding points), it would appear that the acclivity on the
Chitong side is much easier than that of Cheesapany, the road
being on the whole neither so steep, nor of so loose a bottom. The
descent to the valley of Nepaul is, on the other hand, described by
every one to be very abrupt and rugged.

Thankote is situated near the north foot of the mountain; you
pass through it in proceeding to Khatmanda, from which it is dis-
tant about six road miles. The horizontal distance between Chitlong

and Khatmanda does not exceed nine miles.
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 From the summit of Chandraghiri there is 2 most commanding
prospect, the eye, from hence, not only expatiating on the waving
valley of Nepaul, beautifully and thickly dotted with villages,
and abundantly chequered with rich ficlds fertilized by numerous
meandering streams; but also embracing on every side a wide
expanse of charmingly diversified country. It is the landscape in
front, however, that here most powerfully attracts the attention;
the scenery in this direction gradually rising to an amphi-
theatre, and successively exhibiting to the delighted view the
cities and numberless temples of the valley below ; the stupendous
mountain of Sheoopoori; the still super-towering Jibjibia, clothed
to its snow-capped peak with pendulous forests ; and finally, the
gigantic Himma-leh, forming the majestic back-ground of this won-
derful and sublime picture. On the Bhunjan, or flat of Chandra-
ghiri summit, there is a small village and market for the accom-
modation of travellers; and on one of its peaks, immediately
below which the road passes, there formerly stood a small fort,
which has lately been allowed to go to decay.

We will now, as proposed above, return to Tambeh-kan, and
trace the route fromn thence to Khatmanda, by what is called the
Pheerphing road.

Proceeding for about a milc from Tambeh-kan, partly in the bed
of the river, which passes under it, but chiefly along its western
bank, you at length cross it, at the foot of a mountain which con-

fines it here on the east side, and which you immediately begin to
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ascend. This mountain rises to a very great height, and terminates
in two or three gently-swelling peaks, on one of which (situated
immediately over the road or pass) the mercury in the barometer
fell to 231.75 inches, which indicates an elevation almost
exactly the same with that of the ncighbouring peak of Cheesa-
pany. The road, for nearly the whole way to the top, is ex-
ceedingly bad, but the first part is particularly rugged. It winds
considerably soon after quitting the river, and therefore is not often
very steep ; there occur, however, several precipices in it, which
are but ill compensated for by the circumstance of this mountain’s
being remarkably well wooded, and consequently shady. The dif-
ficulty of the acclivity is in some degree diminished by a break or
step, which, after ascending about midway, stretches forward in a
sort of terrace for two or three hundred feet. On approaching the
summit, and during some minutes in descending to the north-east,
you have a view of Himma-leh, but neither uninterrupted nor ex-
tensive. The Markoo-kola, which meanders through the intervals
of the hills, appears to the eye of the traveller from above,
of a deep dark tinge, nearly as black as ink. I conceive the ascent
of this side of the mountain to be little less, by the road, than four
miles.

In proceeding to Khargoo, you descend by a very bad path,
which winds along the north-east face of the mountain that has just
been described, till you reach a small rivulet which separates it

from the spur or projecting hill, on the brow of which the village
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of Khargoo stands. After crossing this stream, which, as well as
several others that flow in various directions, has its rise {rom
springs situated, some of them actually within, and some in the
skirts of the village, you ascend by a tolerably easy acclivity
leading to Khargbo. This is an inconsiderable, and miserable
looking place, notwithstanding the few huts it consists of are built of
brick, and apparently well tiled. It may be observed, indeed, once
for all, of the hamlets scattered over the more mountainous parts
of our track, that owing to their favourable situation, which was
very commonly highly romantic, they generally constituted most
agreeable prospects when seen from a distance; but that, on a
nearer view, the delusion vanished, being but too often succeeded
by a picture, in which poverty and squalidness formed the most
prominent figures.

Instead of ascending to the top of the hill on which Khargoo
stands, and passing through that village, the traveller may proceed
by a more direct path that lies a little below it to the southward ;
but this is very unsafe, being as narrow as that of Ekdunta, though
not of equal extent, and having a steep precipiceon the right hand;
the danger of it is not a little augmented by the numerous rills of
water which issue from the superincumbent springs, and, by in-
tersecting the road cut out of the side of the hill, must always render
it very slippery. I happened to be conducted through Khargoo,

and could not view, from the opposite mountain, some of our party
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passing under that village by the lower way, without strong sen.
sations of alarm.

By advancing, after quitting Tambeh-kan, a little higher up the
course of the river than the point at which our route crossed it,
and keeping the Chitlong road till you come to the bottom of Ek-
dunta hill, striking off from thence to the right,I have reason to
believe that a great part of the difficulty just described would be
avoided. Some of our people proceeded by the way here alluded
to, and from their report of it, there can be little doubt of its being
considerably easier, than that which we ourselves pursued. Indeed,
if the case were otherwise, it would be impossible to account for
the preference given by all merchants to the Pheerphing road,
since there would not seem to be any thing in the descent from
Chandraghiri to the valley of Nepaul nearly so arduous or dan-
gerous as what we experienced between Tambeh-kan and Khargoo,
not to insist upon the general ruggedness of the whole of this
route, which was, however, far greater than we had been taught to
expect.

On leaving Khargoo, you descend till you reach a stream
called Khargoo-kola, by a road that, after winding some way round
the brow of the hill, strikes rather abruptly down the north face
of it. The Khargoo-kola rises from the springs already mentioned,
as being situated in and about the village of the same name. I am

not able to describe its course; but it is probable that alter being



SEEBOODOUL STREAM. | 78

joined by the Seeboodoul rivulet, it empties itself, at no great
distance, into the Tambeh-kan river. After proceeding for a few
minutes along the bank of the Khargoo-kola, you cross it, and
presently mount, by a gentle ascent, another hill of no great ele-
vation, the declivity of which, however, towards the north-east,
is rather steep. Immediately on descending this hill, you cnter
the bed of the Seeboodoul rivulet, which is crossed several times
in advancing up the valley through which it runs. This stream
issues from one of the hills that inclose the valley here mentioned,
to the eastward ; if that may be called a valley in which we found
it difficult to pitch the few tents we had with us. But confined as
this glen or bottom was, we neverthcless found it very agreeable,
the surrounding eminences being beautifully wooded, and pre-
senting many romantic points of view. Low as this situation ap-
peared to be on account of the lofty hills which in a manner over-
Liung it, the barometer indicated its elevation to be very consider-
able, the mercury sinking here to 24 inches and a half, or almost
exactly to the level of Cheesapany spring. The height of this place
is further denoted by the extreme cold which we felt during the
night of the 20th March, when on our return from Khatmanda, and
the morning following the mercury in Fahrenheit’s thermomecter
stood at 43 degrees and a half. It must not be omitted that we were
assured this spot was much infested by tigers ; this animal, however,
would not appear, from the accounts we received, to be nearly so

fierce or dangerous in Nepaul as those of the southern countries.
L
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Proceeding from hence about three quarters of a mile, you reach
the foot of a hill, midway up which there is a small fort, called
Gowthan, where some cattle belonging to the Rajah are usually
kept. The bottom below it, on the south-side, is known by the name
of Phakheil Kurrug, on account of its abounding with wild hogs,
which, in the Newar dialect, are called Pha. This is not a very
high hill, yet the ascent in some parts is exceedingly bad, nor is
the opposite declivity on the whole much better. You no
sooner pass this hill than you begin to mount a second, rather
loftier than it, by a road which is at first rugged and steep, but
improves as it approaches to the top, where it winds with an
easy ascent. Descending again by a tolerably gentle declivity, you
cross a third hill, the ascent of which is by no means dificult.
On the summit is a level path for about forty or fifty yards, after
which you descend once more, passing, at the bottom, the Pheer-
phing-kola. From this rivulet you ascend to the town of Pheer-
phing, which stauds on the brow of a hill, at the further or north
part of which the Bhiagmutty flows over a sandy bed, and through
a channel but little obstructed by rocks. Above Pheerphing,
whence the hill continues to rise very gradually, and about half
a mile to the westward of it, stands the village of Sulti-khul,
romantically situated, directly under mount Chempa-daibi. The
springs of the Seker are to be seen close to this village, and
though it is an inconsiderable rivulet, emptying itself into the

Bhigmutty, very soon after passing to the north-west of Pheerphing,
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yet its sanctity, and, consequently, its importance, among the
natives is very great, giving name to one of the four Arthans of
Nerain for which Nepaul is celebrated. The multitudes of small
fish which the fountains of this stream contain, cannot fail to at=
tract the notice of the traveller, nor will it sufhiciently account for
.their being so numerous, to observe, that the inhabitants are uni-
versally impressed with a conviction, that any attempt to steal
them (catching them openly being altogether out of the question)
would be followed by immediate death. This rivulet no sooner
passes the Arthan of Seker-nerain, at which spot the fish most
abound, than it throws itself in a cascade of considerable elevation
abruptly into the valley below, whither it would necessarily carry
the greater part of the fish along with it, if some means of prevention
were not used. The mode adopted has been that of sinking two or
three basons in the rock, below the natural bed of the stream, the
current of which, however rapid, can only propel the superior
part of the water confined in the basons. Accordingly, very few
fish are precipitated down the hill by the torrents, even when those
are at the highest, the artificial depths affording them a secuie
retreat from its violence.

Pheerphing, though dignified with the title of a town, possesses
but little advantage over Khargoo, either in size or any other re-
spect. The hills and valleys around it, and comprehended in its
jurisdiction, and which, in general, appear highly cultivated, are

celebrated for the wheat and Karphul which they produce ; the
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latter is a small stone fruit,somewhat resembling the cherry in
flavour; we saw also at Pheerphing some very fine-looking peach-
trees of unusual height. Whether or not more grain is raised in
this district than is required for the consumption of its inhabitants,
I had not an oppbrtunity of ascertaining; but it is certain, that
neither here, nor at any other town or village in our route (Khat-
manda alone excepted) could we easily procure even a single day's
provisions for our followers ; the authority of the government being
almost always necessary for this purpose, notwithstanding our rea-
diness to pay whatever might be demanded; from this circumstance,
and the nature of the country, which was every where unfavourable
to the transportation of its productions to any distant market, I am
inclined to think that for the most part these people are content to
obtain from the earth support only for themselves, and that, conse-
quently, we were rarely supplied by them in the course of our journey
but at the expense of exposing them more-or less to real inconvenience.

From Phceerphing to Patn, the road, though traversing a country
broken into irregular and unequal heights, and consisting some-
times of the same narrow sort of path cut out of the side, or carried
round the brow or shoulder of a mountain, and impending over
immense chasms, which occurs so commonly in this country, may,
nevertheiess (especially the latter part), be said to be com-
paratively good. The Bhagmutty is crossed at the distance of three
and a half road miles from Pheerphing. Advancing from this river

about a mile, you leave the villages of Sona-koate and Koakna to
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the left. This last place, as well as Bhdgmutty, which stands close
to it, is situated somewhat below the road, which here lies over a
hill that separates the Bhigmutty and Purbiooty rivers, between
which the distance is nearly three miles. The Purbiooty issues
from one of the mountains to the eastward, passing soon after on
the east side of Chipigong; it has but an inconsiderable course
before it falls into the Bhigmutty, which it does a little way below
the point at which we forded it. This stream is also called the
Nce-khoo, from its abounding with fish; nya, or nee, signifying
JSish, and khoo, a rivulet, in the Newar dialect. The city of Patn,
which is not above three quarters of a mile beyond the pasSage of
the Nce-khoo, stands on a small, but rather elevated plain, at the
distance of about a mile and a hall from the south end of Khat-
manda. The Bhigmutty separates these two capitals, being crossed
a little above its junction with the Bishnmutty, and at nearly the
same distance below the point at which it receives the waters of the
Tookeha, ariver that will be further noticed elsewhere.

I compute the road-distance from Tambeh-kan to Khatmanda,
by Pheerphing, to be twenty-three miles, whereas, by Ghitlong and
Chandraghiri, it does not, I imagine, exceed nineteen. Of the pre-
ference to which this last route appears entitled, in every other
respect, I have already offered my opinion; I will here add, that
it is invariably used by all natives travelling directly from Het-
towra to Khatmanda, which is a journey very commonly performed

between sunrise and evening.
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I will now return to Chitlong valley, and trace the route we pur-
sued from thence to Khatmanda by Noakote.

Leaving Chandraghiri proper on the right hand, we ascended
in a direction nearly north, and by a path neither remarkably
steep, nor in any other shape very difficult, to the summit of what
may be called Doona-baisi mountain, from the valley of that name
lying below it to the northward. It is, however, a continuation
of mount Chandraghiri, from which it is only partially divided by
a sinking in the top of the ridge, and a separation of the shoulders
constituting a deep gorge or chasm, overgrown with trees and
shrubs, and formed, perhaps, by the attrition of the waters which
spring from above, and meeting in their course down the side of
the mountain, with little resistunce, from the nature of the strata
which compose it, may be readily conceived (especially as these
strcams are occasionally violent torrents) to have gradually effected
this breach. The same description, as well as theory, will apply to
the greater part of the mountainous tract over which our route lay;
it appearing to consist almost universally of a calcareous rock, and
that rarely of a firm or compact kind.

The acclivity of mount Doona-baisi is broken into two steps.
The first ascent is, by the road, about a mile and a quarter, the
other is a mile ; the flat or level separating them is, however, very
inconsiderable. The whole of this face of the mountain is delight-
fully wooded, the lower parts, towards Chitlong valley, excepted,

where the principal natural production is a stunted oak of the
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holly-leafed species. The chasms below the shoulders (along the
edge of which the road, as usual, occasionally passes) contain Sissoo,
pine, and other trees; among those which adorn the side of the
hill, the chief are the Phullaced, the Kiholo, the Sing Rowla, the
Timmiue, the Chillownia, and the Seidburrooa. The first of these
is a species of oak, the wood of which is in high repute in Nepaul
for its strength and durability ; the acorns are used medicinally,
and also serve as food for their hogs. Of the pith of the Kiholo,
the poorer classes of the people, in times of scarcity, prepare a nu-
tritious bread, which is sometimes eaten by itself, and sometimes
mixed with flour. The Sing Rowla is the Lignea Cassia, the
leaves of which are very commonly brought into Hindostan, where
they are employed in spicery under the name of Taiz-pit (or sharp
leaf): the bark of the root does not differ widely from cinnamon,
for which it is, indeed, often sold in the upper provinces; but that
of the trunk and branches possesses little of the cinnamon flavour.
This spice, when not manufactured so as to resemble cinnamon,
is vended by the Pussaries or druggists under the name of
Thieg. The Timmiie, called also Taizbul (of which there are two
species), is a curious plant, yielding a berry somewhat like the
black pepper in shape and size ; this berry consists of a black or
bicolor seed contained in a thin shell or pod, which spontaneously
opens when the fruit is ripe. The shell is a strong, pleasant spice,
used for various culinary purposes, and is likewise asserted to pos-

sess great medicinal virtues.* The Chillownia is also a singular

* This appears to be the Cubeb of Java.
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tree; itsupper coat is entirely composed ofinnumerable needle-form
fibres laterally united by a kind of glutinous sap. This part of the
plant applied to the skin, affects it in the manner of thistles, and is
on that account employed as onc of the instruments of corporal
punishment used in this country. The wood of the Chillownia
is very much valued, but whether the estimation in which it is
held be founded on experience of its good qualities, or mercly on
superstitious opinion, I am not quite certain; I have been told it
makes good ralters, and have also been assured that it is the god
of trees, and that no house can be said to be perfectly securc in
which more or less of this timber has not been employed. The
bark of the Siedburrooa is manufactured by the people of Nepaul
into a strong useful paper; they also make rope and packthread
of it, neither of which, however, would appear to resist moisture
well.  There are two species of this tree, both growing to a consi-
derable size; the one just mentioned is also called Kaghazi-p:dt, or
the paper plant ; the other is the Bhootea Siedburrooa, or papcr-
tree of Tibet, which is deemed the best.

Besides these, there are several other useful or curious trees and
shrubs among the natural productions of this and the adjacent
mountains, that appear to be very well entitled to investigation, as
promising both to reward and gratify an active and intelligent bo-
tanist. I shall only notice here, in addition to what has been just
enume ated, the Jumme-mundroo, the Gurras, the Puddiem or

Poych the Chootrapbul, the Mahail, and the Dhuttola. The first
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of these bears yellow sweet-smelling flowers, in branches ; its leaves
resemble those of the holly, and the wood is, both in closeness of
texture and colour, very like box. The Giirras is a tree that affects
the highest situations ; its flowers are large, and of a deep red ; and
yield by decoction a purplish colour which ascids convert to a
tolerable pink. The Puddiem or Poyeh resembles, in its leaf and
wood, the cherry ; we did not see it in flower, and as it is not cul-
tivated, could form no accurate idea of its fruit from the account
we received of it. The wood is held in great sanctity by the natives.
The Chootraphul is not unlike thc barberry in appearance; the
wood is of a strong yellow colour, but does not afford a permanent
dye; the women of Nepaul use it, instead of sandal, for tracing the
Tilluh on their foreheads. The Mahail and Dhuttola are both
specics of plums; the former bears abundance of beautiful flowers.
The Okher, or walnut, of Chitlong is reckoned the best of any pro-
duced in the Nepaul territories; but those of Tibet are esteemed
superior, The shell of the Chitlong, and, indeed, of most of the
Nepaul walnuts, is remarkably hard. They have learned to employ
the wood in the manufacture of gun-stocks, Behadur Shah having
of himself discovered that we put it to that use. Their best char-
coal is made of the Bhing, or holly-leafed oak.

We were just an hour in ascending to the top of Doona-baisi
hill, from whence we had a delightful view of the valley below, as

well as a broken one of the snowy ranges of mountains before us.
M
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The declivity to the northward was in many places extremely steep,
the road often lying along the edge of the shoulder by which we
descended, and which now and then sunk very abruptly. The
distance by the road from the summit of the mountain to the
bottom of Doona-baisi, could not, I judge, be less than six miles, as
I was two hours and twenty minutes in descending. We passed in
our descent two hamlets, situated on small flat projections from
the side of the hill ; the first of them nearly midway down, the
other about half a mile from the bottom. The village of Pisan-keel
stands on the face of a detached hill less than a quarter of a mile
from the foot of the descent into the valley, and leaning from it
about south-west. The north side of Doona-baisi mountain, though
of a perpendicular height not less than twelve hundred yards, was
cultivated in some parts from its very summit to its basc, present-
ing to the view one of the most interesting and picturesque sights
that can be well imagined ; many of the fields, indeed, appeared
to be so steep as to excite some degree of wonder in us at the hus-
bandman’s being able to reach, far less to cultivate them. The
grain raised in these situations is principally. Towli and Ikéro ;
they are both species of Ghya, or dry rice, the former of which is
reaped in the summer, and the other in the winter solstice.

I am inclined to think that Doona-baisi* lies nearly on the same

level with Beem-phede, or perhaps a little lower. The Owl, or low-

* The word Baisi or Biasi, wherever it occurs, signifies a valley,
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country plague, prevails in this valley with some force, betwcen
the months of April and November, which must be attributed to
the great height of the mountains enclosing it, as otherwise it
might well be considered an elevated situation, standing as it does
more than fifteen hundred feet above the level of Cheeriaghati.
During this period, the inhabitants fly to the sides of the surround-
ing hills, upon which they all have cottages to retire to. They
nevertheless, continue, even during the bad season, to visit the
valley without fear, while the sun remains above the horizon,
never venturing, however, to pass the night below. This endemial
disease, of which we have been accustomed to hear such exagger-
ated accounts, though doubtlessly a very aflicting malady, appears
to be nothing more than the jungle fever, so common in the hilly
and woody districts of India, and differing in no respect from
the Malaria of Switzerland, as described by Goxe.

Our camp in the Doona valley was pitched on a rising ground,
which, though not sufliciently elevated above its bottom, to disclose
to us the sublime scenery of the Alpine regions in {ront, was, ne-
vertheless, abundantly favourable to the view of one of the most
delightful prospects that occurred in the course of our journey,
and the milder beauties of which I should in vain attempt to dec-
scribe. It must not be omitted, however, that the romantic and
rural situations of some of the hamlets with which this pleasing
landscape was studded, did not constitute the least striking of its

charms; the soil of the nearer hills, as well as of the valley, appeared
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to be very rich, being, it is probable, mostly composed of decayed
vegetables and decomposed lime-stone. On the eminence upon
which our tents stood, there was a lofty Champah-tree, which
measured in girth eleven feet, though in Bengal this is a shrub of
inconsiderable bulk. The Shujh, or milk-tree, also called in this
country Sukoor, grew here to a very uncomnmon size.

The valley of Doona is divided {rom that of Nepaul by an irre-
gular ridge of hills of no great height, which runs across the eastern
head of it, issuing apparently from that part of the Bheerbundy
mountain adjoining, towards the elbow formed by the Chandraghiri
and Doona-baisi mountains. In passing from Khatmanda to Patn,
this ridge preseuted the appearance of four or five separate ranges,
one rising above the other in amphitheatrical order. If they are
really distinct ranges, the intervals must be very inconsiderable,
the horizontal distance, even {rom Pisan-keel to Thankote, across
these hills, not exceeding five miles. I incline to thiuk, however,
that what seemed to be separate ridges were in fact no other than
so many steps or risings of the same range, divided severally by
gentle sinkings between, a physical disposition which I often ob-
served in this mountainous region, and which always, in a certain
point of view, exhibited the appearance of so many distinct hills,
With regard to the western extremity of the Doona valley, I can
say nothing positive, because though it seemed to be partially
bounded very soon in that quarter by some low hills crossing it in

a north-west direction, yet the view beyond those was, for this
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country,uncommonly distinct and extensive. But whatever may be
the western limit of this valley, there is no doubt that one may
travel hence to Noakote without crossing any hills, and, conse-
quently, turn the west point of Koomhara mountain, by proceeding
occasionally through the beds of rivulets. The following sketch of
the Rajah’s route from Khatmanda to Noakote will both establish
the fact, and shew also that the ridge which confines the Doona
valley to the eastward, is not actually in contact with mount
Chandraghiri.
Proceeded from Khatmanda-
to Kertipore in the valley of Nepaul.
to Thankote
Hence descended into
Doona-baisi ; whence proceeded westerly
to Mahadeo-baisi.
to Khaistia-dhoban* (or the junction of the Mahaise and
Khaistia, which last stream rises in
Ghedia-kan)
to Mahaise-dhoban (or the confluence of the Mahaise
and Tirsoolgunga).
to Koolpoo-dhoban (or the junction of the Koolpoo and
Tirsoolgunga).
- toBhoodo-sing-baisi
to Daiby Ghaut.
to Noakote.

* Dhoban signifies the confluence of two rivers.
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The whole of the way from Thankote to Noakote (excepting,
indeed, between the former place and Doona-baisi, where the
descent must be rather abrupt) would seem to be a gradual de-
clivity lying entirely through valleys and the beds of rivers, each
successively lower than another, the valley of Noakote being deeper
still than that of Doona. The first part of this route being westerly,
the middle northerly, and the latter easterly, it is evidently so ex-
tremely circuitous, as to require several days for its performance,
whereas, it is only one good day’s journey fromm Khatmanda to
Noakote, by the direct road over Bheerbundy mountain, of which
we shall speak in the proper place.

Most of the cultivated grounds in and about Doona-baisi are di-
vided somewhat in the manner of jaghires among the civil and
military servants of the Government; a few are in the hands of
Brahmins, and some of the least productive, as those situated to-
wards the summits of the mountains, are held under certain stipu-
lations by the peasantry who tll them. 1 do not possess the infor-
mation necessary to giving a full or satisfactory account of the
nature of tenures in this country, but I will here sketch out a ge-
neral idea of the matter in the best manner my: sources of intelli-
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